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FOREW ORDS

As part  of ESACH act ivit ies, w e are p leased to p resent  to our readers 

th is 2024 issue. After th ree successfu l consecut ive years, the 

Ed itorial Team  renew s it s com m itm ent  to em pow ering  youth  voices 

in  the field  of cu ltu ral heritage th rough a un ique m agazine m ade by 

young  peop le for young  peop le. 

Provid ing  a p lat form  to share their perspect ives, ideas, and  

in it iat ives related  to cu ltu ral heritage, th is m agazine test ifies and  

fosters act ive part icipat ion  and  engagem ent  of youth  in  cu ltu ral 

heritage p reservat ion , policy-m aking , and  advocacy. By sharing  

their voices, ESACH is ded icated  to bu ild ing  a st rong  com m unity 

and  insp iring  youth  to take ow nersh ip  of their heritage and becom e 

am bassadors of it s p rom ot ion  and  preservat ion . 

Through th is ed it ion , w e seek to raise aw areness am ong  young  

peop le about  the d ifferen t  faces of cu ltu ral heritage and how  th is 

field  is act ively linked  to peace and peacebuild ing . 

A special acknow ledgm ent  is g iven  to our th ree young  

professionals, w ho shared  their d iverse perspect ives, innovat ive 

ideas, and  passionate com m itm ent . 

ESACH Ed it or ial Team
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t h ird  h igh ligh ts a hum anitarian  p roject  focused on  reconst ruct ion  and  

healing  am ong  refugees. Together, t hese art icles show case the p rofound 

challenges and im m ense role of cu ltu ral heritage in  fostering  

understand ing , resilience, and  peace.

Young  professionals are not  passive observers; w e are agents of change. 

Through th is pub licat ion , w e seek to encourage our generat ion  to reflect  on  

the im portance and role of cu ltu ral heritage, sparking  collect ive act ion  to 

p reserve and protect  our shared  heritage for a sustainab le fu ture. At  

ESACH, w e are deep ly com m it ted  to reaffirm  the im portance of fostering  

peace and security th rough in tercu ltu ral d ialogue. We are engaged in  

addressing  contem porary challenges and proposing  act ionab le solu t ions 

that  p rom ote peace and cu ltu ral relat ions.

ESACH Ed it or ial Team
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During  the past  years, it  becam e clear that  there is an  urgency to p reserve 

cu ltu ral heritage from  various challenges. And those challenges are 

m ult ip le and  m ult ifaced . From  the th reat  of arm ed conflict  to the im pact  of 

clim ate change, cu ltu ral heritage under all it s form  ? from  tang ib le to 

in tang ib le ? is affected .

As w e navigate these uncertain  t im es, w here m ore and m ore conflict s 

jeopard ize g lobal peace, it  is im perat ive for the cu ltu ral heritage sector to 

reflect  on  it . W ith  conflict s cont inu ing  to claim  lives, devastate 

com m unit ies, and  caused severe ? in ten t ional or collateral ? dam age on 

cu ltu ral heritage, the call for peace and the p rotect ion  of hum an righ ts has 

never been m ore urgent .

Peace is often  cont rasted  w ith  conflict  or tu rbu len t  t im es. How ever, upon 

closer exam inat ion , the concept  reveals it s com plexity. From  ?negat ive 

peace? to ?peacebuild ing?, and  th rough "peacekeep ing ," the various 

lingu ist ic const ruct ions of the term  show  that  peace is far from  a 

st raigh t forw ard  not ion , m aking  it  d ifficu lt  to reach.

The 70 years ann iversary of the adopt ion  of the Convent ion  for the 

Protect ion  of Cu ltural Property in  the Event  of Arm ed Conflict  is a rem inder 

of how  it s im p lem entat ion  is challeng ing  in  the face of escalat ing  violence 

and targeted  at tacks. From  the statem ents of the dest ruct ions ? such as 

those in  Ukraine, the Gaza St rip , and  Lebanon ? to the new  add it ions of sites 

inscribed  on  the World  Heritage List  in  Danger, has b rought  the challenge 

of p rotect ing  cu ltu ral heritage in to sharper focus, em phasizing  the 

sign ifican t  w ork st ill to be done.

Th is issue of the m agazine features th ree cont ribu t ions from  young  

authors, each offering  a m ult ifaceted  perspect ive on  the connect ion  

betw een cu ltu ral heritage, con flict , and  peace. The aim  of th is m agazine is 

to exp lore som e of the m any d irect ions it  can  take. The first  art icle exp lores 

how  it  can  serve as both  a source of con flict  and  a foundat ion  for 

reconciliat ion . The second presents the com plex in terp lay betw een cu ltu ral 

heritage and conflict  in  one of the w orld?s m ost  contested  reg ions. The 
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You t h  Voices 

dam age leads to ident ity erasure. In  

cont rast , cu ltu ral heritage is an  

im portan t  tool for peacebu ild ing . Case 

stud ies from  Rw anda and Sudan 

h igh ligh t  how  heritage p reservat ion  

can p rom ote un ity across societ ies. 

Add it ionally, addressing  how  cu ltu ral 

heritage is connected  to hum an righ ts 

and  how  it s p reservat ion  leads to the 

p rotect ion  of one?s d ign ity. The im pact  

of youth  on  the p reservat ion  of cu ltu ral 

Cu l t u ral Herit ag e as a Tool for You t h  

Driven  Peacebu ild ing

Sam a Elsayed

Abst ract :

The paper exam ines cu ltu ra l heritage and it s connect ion  to g loba l peace. 

W hether tang ib le or in tang ib le, heritage shares know ledge across 

genera t ions about  how  each count ry dea ls w ith  it s heritage and h istory. 

Heritage has p layed  a  role in  respect ing  and  apprecia t ing  cu ltu res th rough 

tourism  and educat ion , w h ile new  genera t ions a re increasing ly involved  in  

p reserva t ion  p rojects. Heritage is the fundam enta l factor in  ra ising  peop le?s 

aw areness of their righ ts, and  the righ ts of others, becom ing  a  crucia l 

com ponent  in  peacebu ild ing , especia lly in  conflict -a ffected  reg ions.

Keyw ords: Heritage, cu ltu re, peace, im pact , con flict s, youth , p reserva t ion , 

hum an righ ts, iden t ity, societ ies, reconcilia t ion . 

In t roduct ion

Cultural heritage encom passes 

tang ib le heritage like m onum ents, 

art ifacts, and  landscapes, as w ell as 

in tang ib le heritage such as t rad it ions, 

languages, and  rit uals that  help  form  

one's iden t ity. How ever, cu ltu ral 

heritage serves a dual role in  both  

conflict s and  peacebu ild ing . It  can  be 

dangerous in  conflict s like in  form er 

Yugoslavia and  Ukraine w here cu ltu ral  



m onum ents w ere taken dow n. ?Here 

it ?s clear that  cu ltu ral heritage is an  

im portan t  issue of iden t ity. The 

dest ruct ion  of Ukrain ian  cu ltu ral 

heritage show s that  the w ar in  Ukraine 

is not  just  about  security and  econom ic 

issues,? (Ham m am i, 2022). Because of 

the st rong  connect ion  betw een peop le 

and  their cu ltu re, heritage can also be a 

d river of instab ilit y and  im m ig rat ion . 

From  World  War II t ill Russia?s invasion  

of Ukraine in  Feb 2022, approxim ately 

7.8 m illion  Ukrain ians reset t led  in  other 

count ries on  the cont inent , lead ing  to 

econom ic st rain , social and  cu ltu ral 

tensions, and  polit ical concerns.

On the other hand, cu ltu ral heritage 

p lays a vital role in  fostering  creat ivity, 

p rom ot ing  sustainab le tourism , and  

cont ribu t ing  to social cohesion  and  

nat ional p ride. Add it ionally, it  can  be a 

start ing  poin t  for the healing  journey by 

recalling  past  t rad it ions and  custom s. 

In ternat ional law s aim  to p rotect  

cu ltu ral heritage and cu ltu ral sites. The 

Hague Convent ion  for the Protect ion  of 

Cu ltura l Property in  the Event  of Arm ed 

Conflict  w as signed on  May 14 , 1954 , 

after World  War II, for the p rotect ion  of 

cu ltu ral p roperty during  arm ed 

conflict s, em phasizing  that  any 

dam age to cu ltu ral p roperty is a crim e 

against  m ankind  as a w hole. In  1970, 
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and Reconcilia t ion  Com m ission (URC) 

w as estab lished . The in ten t ion  beh ind  

th is im portan t  p rog ram  w as to p rom ote 

nat ional un ity. It  focused on  com m unity 

d ialogue and cohesion , cu ltu ral 

exposure and  understand ing , and  

educat ion  on  im portan t  h istorical top ics 

to raise aw areness about  respect ing  and  

understand ing  d ifferences. In  2014 , 

Rw anda estab lished  the Journey in to 

the Past  p rog ram , w h ich  p rovided  

opportun it ies for the youth  to learn  

about  the genocide and  included visit s 

to genocide m em orials. Th is opened 

their m inds to the concepts of 

appreciat ing  eth ics of respect , 

understand ing , and  tolerance.

- Sudan :

Sudan 's rich  cu ltu ral heritage is at  risk of 

being  forgot ten . The count ry w as 

d ivided  by a civil w ar and  gained  

independence in  2005 after sign ing  the 

Com prehensive Peace Agreem ent  

(CPA). The Oslo Donors Conference 

allocated  four m illion  US dollars in  May 

2005, h igh ligh t ing  the im portance of 

heritage in  peacebu ild ing  and  

reconciliat ion .  UNESCO supported  th is 

by financing , t rain ing , and  m on itoring  as 

part  of t he 2005 Post -Conflict  Prog ram , 

focusing  on  the need to develop  the 

educat ion  system , p rotect  the 

environm ent , and  em brace cu ltu ral 

d iversity.

the UNESCO Convent ion , on  the 

Means of Proh ib it ing  and  Prevent ing  

the Illicit  Im port , Export  and  Transfer 

of Ow nersh ip  of Cu ltural Property w as 

signed.

Cu l t u ral Herit ag e as a Tool for 

Peacebu ild in g : 

Cu ltural heritage p lays a p ivotal role in  

post -conflict  sit uat ions. UNESCO 

describes it  as ?A Veh icle for 

Reconciliat ion?, allow ing  peop le to 

red iscover w hat  w as lost  and  to use it  

as a fresh  start  to m ake a new  im pact  

on  the econom y and heritage of the 

count ry for the fu ture. We have 

d ifferen t  exam ples of count ries that  

erected  peace-bu ild ing  p rog ram s to 

p reserve their cu ltu ral heritage:

- Rw an da:

The count ry faced  a civil w ar that  led  

to a m assive genocide in  1994 . They 

w itnessed the k illing  of 800,000 

peop le w ith in  100 days due to cu ltu ral 

and  ethn ic d ivisions betw een Hutu  

and  Tutsi popu lat ions. Rw anda faced  

an  ext rem e challenge t rying  to rebu ild  

a society that  had  been d ivided  by 

hat red  and  violence, and  they 

requ ired  legal, educat ional, and  

cu ltu ral m ethods. In  1999, the Un ity 

heritage has been rap id ly increasing . 

Med ina Stories and  Raquda 

Foundat ion  in it iat ives show  how  youth  

from  d iverse backgrounds are keen on  

p rom ot ing  cu ltu ral p reservat ion .                               

Cu l t u ral Herit ag e: From  W ar t o Peace

Throughout  h istory, cu ltu ral heritage 

has p layed  a role in  both  conflict s and  

peacebu ild ing , im pact ing  past  and  

p resent  societ ies. The dual role of 

cu ltu ral heritage is evident  in  it s 

funct ion  as a sym bol of con t inu ity and  

as a w eapon of w ar. Moreover, in  som e 

conflict s, t he dest ruct ion  of cu ltu ral 

heritage can be seen in  cu ltu ral 

erasure, genocide, and  ethn ic 

cleansing  w h ich  underm ines any k ind  

of peace-bu ild ing  p rojects, d isrup t ing  

the t ransm ission  of iden t ity from  one 

generat ion  to another. For instance, in  

form er Yugoslavia, m any Bosn ians 

w ere m urdered , and  m any bu ild ings 

and  pub lic inst it u t ions linked  to the 

ethn ic g roup  w ere dest royed, lead ing  

to a very targeted  act  of ethn ic 

cleansing . In  Ukraine, there are effort s 

to rep lace Ukrain ian  cu ltu re w ith  

Russian  cu ltu re in  an  at tem pt  to m ake 

the popu lat ion  feel cu t  off from  

Ukraine. The Ukraine side also d id  the 

sam e during  the fall of t he Soviet  

Un ion  w hen thousands of Soviet  



st reng thened. Th is connect ion  is 

com plex, as hum an righ ts encom pass 

the p reservat ion  and  en joym ent  of 

cu ltu ral heritage, w h ile respect ing  

hum an righ ts is essent ial to p rotect ing  

that  heritage. Cu ltural heritage 

supports various hum an righ ts, such as 

freedom  of expression , thought , 

conscience, and  relig ion . Moreover, 

p reserving  cu ltu ral heritage serves as a 

m eans of p rotect ing  ind ividual?s 

d ign ity. W hen cu ltu ral heritage is 

neg lected  or dest royed, it  leads to a 

loss of iden t ity and  p ride w h ich  

w eakens social cohesion . We can see 

m any cu ltu ral heritage defenders have 

sacrificed  their lives to p rotect  

invaluab le h istory. Aida Buturovic w as 

k illed  in  1992 w h ile t rying  to save rare 

books from  the Nat ional Lib rary during  

it s bom bing . Anas Radw an, d ied  in  

2013 w h ile docum ent ing  heritage 

dam age in  Aleppo, ind icat ing  that  

recogn izing  cu ltu ral heritage as a part  

of hum an righ ts, p roves that  peop le?s 

ident it ies and  h istories are closely t ied  

to their righ ts. Protect ing  cu ltu ral 

heritage is beyond protect ing  

bu ild ings, sites and  landscapes, it ?s 

about  ensuring  that  each com m unity 

can p reserve and honor it s heritage for 

fu ture generat ions.

As the w ar is st ill rag ing  in  2024 , there 

are collaborat ions to p reserve it s 

heritage and h istorical sites. By the end  

of 2024 , UNESCO w ill organ ize a 

t rain ing  w orkshop in  Cairo, Egyp t , for 

law  en forcem ent  and  jud iciary 

m em bers and  w ill u t ilize satellite 

im agery to assess the risks facing  Jebel 

Barkal, t he sites of the Napatan  reg ion , 

and  the Island  of Meroe.

The experiences of Rw anda and Sudan 

h igh ligh t  the role of cu ltu ral heritage in  

peacebu ild ing  and  overcom ing  w ar?s 

im pact . Rw anda prom otes 

reconciliat ion  th rough cu ltu ral and  

educat ional p rog ram s, w h ile Sudan 

focuses on  develop ing  scien t ific 

expert ise to use cu ltu ral heritage for 

nat ional recovery. These effort s 

dem onst rate how  heritage can 

st reng then social cohesion  and  

p rom ote peace.

- Cu l t u ral Herit ag e an d  Hum an  

Rig h t s:

Heritage, both  tang ib le and  in tang ib le, 

p lays a vital role in  shap ing  ident ity. 

Preservat ion  p rojects of art , languages, 

hum an m em ory, arch itecture, and  

landscapes st reng then social iden t it ies, 

becom ing  m ore in tellectually st rong . 

Recent ly, t he link betw een cu ltu ral 

heritage and hum an righ ts has been 

her g roup  at  École Nat ionale 

d?Arch itecture de Rabat  launched an  

on line cam paign  to fund  the 

restorat ion  of villages in  9 rem ote 

Morocco. Later, in  2018, she joined  the 

W ikim ed ia m ovem ent , and  in  2020, 

she co-founded W iki World  Heritage.

The Med ina  Stories in it iat ive targeted  

d ifferen t  cu ltu ral aspects and  evolved  

th rough a creat ive design  approach 

that  targeted  Em ot ions. It  included 

creat ing  free educat ional m aterial on  

cu ltu re and  heritage, as w ell as a 

photog raphy contest  to engage youth  

in  the neighborhood. ?I believe that  

the key to foster Maghreb i youth  

resilience to ext rem ist  ideolog ies is to 

reconnect  it  to it s m ult icu ltu ral roots? 

(Nassim a, 2021). 

- Raquda Foun dat ion  for Ar t  

an d  Herit ag e:

Raquda Foundat ion  w as estab lished  

by a g roup  of Egyp t ian  youth  in  2015. 

Raw da Abdelhady is the found ing  

d irector of the foundat ion . She is a 

freelance archaeolog ical conservator 

w ith  a MA in  Heritage Conservat ion  

and  Site Managem ent  from  

BTU-Helw an Un iversity (2020). The 

foundat ion  received  official 

accred itat ion  from  UNESCO?s 

CULTURAL HERITAGE & PEACE
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You t h -Led  Preservat ion  Project s:

Managem ent , t rain ing , and  financing  

p ract ices for cu ltu ral heritage p rotect ion  

are no longer exclusive to p rofessionals 

or polit icians. Youth , local com m unit ies, 

social g roups, and  even ind ividuals are 

volun teering  and  part icipat ing , show ing  

posit ive resu lt s in  p reserving  cu ltu ral 

heritage. Th is sh ift  erases the idea of 

exclusivity in  heritage p reservat ion  and  

p rotect ion . Num erous p rojects show  

that  they are eager and  determ ined to 

engage in  and  develop  p reservat ion  

in it iat ives: 

- Med ina St ories:

In  2019, the Arab  World  Heritage Young  

Professionals Forum  took p lace in  Tun is, 

Tun isia, organ ized  by UNESCO?s World  

Heritage Cent re under the World  

Heritage Educat ion  (W HE) p rog ram m e. 

32 young  professionals from  17 count ries 

gathered  to p rom ote w orld  heritage and 

peacebu ild ing . Part icipants visited  

heritage sites in  Tun isia p reviously 

targeted  by ext rem ist  g roups, such as 

the Mausoleum  of Sid i Bou Said , 

allow ing  in -dep th  stud ies on  violen t  

ext rem ism  and it s im pact  on  heritage 

sites.

Nassim a Chahboun, a young  Moroccan 

arch itect , launched the ?Med ina Stories? 

p roject . Her journey began in  2015 w hen 
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Com m it tee for the Safeguard ing  of 

In tang ib le Cu ltural Heritage.

El-Max Rescue Project :

El Max is a m arit im e area estab lished  by 

Moham m ed Ali in  1807 w ith  the 

in ten t ion  of keep ing  the level of Lake 

Mariout  equal to the sea level, to p revent  

the city of Alexandria from  flood ing . As 

the city?s topography changed, the 

pet roleum  and brine indust ries em erged 

due to the lake. El Max is hom e to som e 

of Egyp t?s rarest  t rad it ional fish ing  

p ract ices and  is curren t ly located  w ith in  

the boundaries of Alexandria?s Western  

Harbor Developm ent  Project . The 

p roject  began it s first  phase in  

Septem ber 2021, supported  by The 

Honor Frost  Foundat ion  and  the EU, 

th rough CEEBA (Confederat ion  of 

Egyp t ian  European Business 

Associat ions), w ith  the aim  of 

docum ent ing  and  m on itoring  the 

reg ion?s heritage elem ents. The p roject  

is ongoing  and  stud ies t he en t ire 

m arit im e heritage of El Max.

Con clusion :

Heritage?s role h igh ligh ts it s pow erfu l 

im pact  on  societ ies. In  conflict , it  

sym bolizes resilience as seen in  Ukraine, 

w h ile in  peacebu ild ing , it  fosters respect  
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and un ity as seen in  Rw anda and 

Sudan. Observing  how  cu ltu ral 

heritage and peace are connected , it ?s 

clear that  younger generat ions have a 

p ivotal role in  p reserving  the 

t rad it ions and  h istory that  shape their 

com m unit ies, as seen in  in it iat ives like 

Med ina Stories and  the Raquda 

Foundat ion . Since cu ltu ral heritage is 

t igh t ly connected  to hum an righ ts, 

w hen younger generat ions p rotect  

their heritage, they also stand  up  for 

their hum an righ ts.   
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Abst ract

This a rt icle exp lores how  the Israeli 

governm ent  has u t ilised  cu ltu ra l 

heritage as a  tool for re-w rit ing  h istory. 

Through ta rget ing , dest roying  and  

repurposing  it . Exam in ing  Israel's use 

of a rchaeology, th is research  show s 

the im pact  of cu ltu ra l erasure on  

ident ity and  self-determ ina t ion . 

Through the ana lysis of heritage 

dest ruct ion , the paper exp lores how  

th is dest ruct ion  a ffects the Pa lest in ian  

popu la t ion . Fina lly, it  d iscusses the 

im portance of the involvem ent  of 

in terna t iona l organ isa t ions and  loca l 

com m unit ies in  ensuring  the 

p reserva t ion  of cu ltu ra l iden t ity, 

offering  a  crit ica l perspect ive on  

cu ltu ra l heritage as a  vita l elem ent  of 

resilience.

Keyw ords: Dip lom acy, cu ltu ra l 

heritage dest ruct ion , con flict , 

Pa lest ine, Israel, iden t ity, m em ory .

In t roduct ion

The curren t  at tack on  Palest in ian  

peop le is not  an  isolated  event  but  part  

of a long -stand ing  st rugg le that  dates 

back to the 19th  century, having  

in tensified  in  the last  cen tury. The 

conflict  has it s orig in  in  the search  for a 

hom e for the Jew ish  popu lat ions w ho 

w ere being  expelled  from  their hom es, 

m ain ly from  Europe. The Zion ist  

m ovem ent  p roclaim ed that  Palest ine 

shou ld  be the p lace w here th is nat ional 

hom e for the Jew ish  popu lat ion  shou ld  

be estab lished . 

In  1948, the state of Israel w as founded. 

It s estab lishm ent  led  to the m assive 

d isp lacem ent  and  loss of Palest in ian  

lives. The Palest in ian  popu lat ion  calls 

th is event  Nakba, w h ich  can be 

t ranslated  as  ?catast rophe?. From  th is 

poin t  onw ard , Israel con t inued to 
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everlast ing  covenant  th roughout  the 

ages, to be God to you and your offspring  

to com e. I assign  the  land  you sojourn  in  

to you and your offspring  to com e, all t he 

land  of Canaan, as an  everlast ing   

hold ing .?

The Zion ist  en terp rise and  the p rincip le 

of self-defence, rooted  in  h istorical and  

relig ious perspect ives, form  the basis for 

the Jew ish  peop le's claim  to the land  of 

Israel. The Zion ist  m ovem ent  believes 

that  their descent  from  the Israelites 

g ran ts them  ow nersh ip  of the land . Thus, 

w h ile em phasizing  the need of the 

Jew ish  peop le for a secure inherited  

righ t  to the land , Israeli narrat ives also 

h igh ligh t  the h istorical t raum as suffered  

by the Jew ish  peop le, such as 

persecut ion , d isp lacem ent , and  the 

Holocaust , as a cent ral just ificat ion  for 

the existence of the state of  Israel.

In  th is perspect ive, Israel has been using  

archaeolog ical research  to leg it im ize it s 

occupat ion  of Palest ine. Israeli 

archaeolog ical p rojects have been 

crit icised  for d istort ing  data and  find ings 

to support  their agenda and for using  

archaeology to create a narrat ive of an  

ancien t  Israeli/Jew ish  nat ion  and  state, 

w ith  h istorian  Am os Elon  stat ing , ?Israeli 

archaeolog ists do not  on ly d ig  for 

know ledge and ob jects but  as 

reassurance of their roots.?  (Ezrah i & 

Mizrach i, 2019). Th is use of 

archaeology has been one of Israel?s 

long -term  ob ject ives to just ify 

?Zion ism ?s teleolog ical axis of 

an t iqu ity-exile return .? 

(Roth-Row land, 2020) 

Cu ltural heritage has been a focal 

poin t  of con testat ion  for decades, 

w ith  d isputes over it s ow nersh ip  and  

sign ificance shap ing  narrat ives on  

both  sides. The Israeli at tem pt  to 

create a new  narrat ive has led  to the 

loss of count less heritage such as the 

confiscat ion  of lib raries and  the 

d isp lacem ent  or dest ruct ion  of 

archaeolog ical evidence. Through th is 

policy, the El-Ad  has w orked  to 

estab lish  the h istorical Jew ish  

p resence to support  the narrat ive of 

m illenn ial Jew ish  ow nersh ip  over 

Jerusalem  w h ile erasing  the existence 

of the Palest in ian  peop le both  in  the 

past  and  the p resent  sim ultaneously.

Accord ing  to the research  done by 

the g roup Forensic Arch itecture in  

October of 2023, Israel has targeted  

archaeolog ical sites in  the Gaza St rip  

in  an  at tack on  Palest in ian  cu ltu ral 

heritage. Israel has excavated  on  
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at tem pt  to take cont rol of Palest in ian  

land . The conflict  has flared  up  several 

t im es, part icu larly in  1967, 1987, and  

2000. In  October 2023, the conflict  

escalated  once m ore, w ith  the at tack 

led  by Ham as, g iving  Israel the 

context  for declaring  w ar on  Palest ine.

The deliberate target ing  and  

m an ipu lat ion  of cu ltu ral heritage are 

pow erfu l tools in  conflict s, affect ing  

m ore than just  physical sites? they 

im pact  iden t ity, m em ory, and  

collect ive resilience. Th is paper 

exp lores how  the Israeli-Palest in ian  

conflict  w eapon izes cu ltu ral heritage 

to rew rite h istory and  assert  con t rol, 

focusing  on  how  Israel?s 

archaeolog ical p ract ices and  heritage 

policies th reaten  Palest in ian  ident ity. 

By using  cu ltu ral heritage to estab lish  

leg it im acy and  territorial claim s, 

Israel?s approach illust rates the 

p rofound im p licat ions of cu ltu ral 

erasure in  conflict  zones.

Th is paper analyses the Israeli 

governm ent 's use of cu ltu ral heritage 

as a polit ical tool to create a narrat ive 

that  en t it les them  to Palest in ian  land . 

Through the analysis of case stud ies 

th is paper aim s to com prehend the 

im p licat ions of the dest ruct ion  of 

Palest in ian  heritage, in  part icu lar it s 

im pact  on  Palest in ian  

self-determ inat ion , iden t ity, and  

m em ory. The paper also looks for w ays to 

safely keep Palest in ian  heritage, 

addressing  the im portance of 

in ternat ional organ isat ions in  p reserving  

cu ltu ral heritage. 

Israel bases it s narrat ive and , therefore, 

their righ t  to the land  on  th ree m ain  

p illars: h istorical connect ion  to the land , 

Zion ist  en terp rise and  self-defense, and  

loss and  suffering .

An essent ial source for the Jew ish  

peop le?s connect ion  to the land  is the 

Bib le, w ith  Jew ish  peop le in terp ret ing  

Genesis 12.3, w here God tells Abraham , ?I 

w ill m ake you in to a g reat  nat ion , and   I 

w ill b less you; I w ill m ake your nam e 

g reat , and  you w ill be a b lessing?, as 

being  the land  w here  Jew ish  peop le 

orig inated , Israel. The Zion ist  m ovem ent  

understood  th is land  as belong ing  to a 

peop le,  not  to ind ividuals. Th is idea, too, 

has it s source in  the Bib le, in  Genesis 17.7, 

in  w h ich  Abraham  prom ises, ?I w ill 

m ain tain  My covenant  betw een you and 

Me, and  your offspring  to com e, as an  



Their dest ruct ion  d istort s Palest in ians' 

connect ion  to the past  and  heritage, 

im pact ing  collect ive m em ory and  

underm in ing  the p reservat ion  of 

cu ltu ral know ledge and h istorical 

narrat ives. The loss of tang ib le and  

in tang ib le heritage fragm ents 

Palest in ian  ident ity, severing  the 

d iaspora?s connect ion  to their land . 

Com bined w ith  the d isrup t ion  of 

t rad it ional w ays of life, t h is loss 

p rofound ly affects the com m unity's 

sense of belong ing , h istorical 

con t inu ity, and  collect ive ident ity.

Accord ing  to Haw ari (2022), the 

?target ing  [of ] cu ltu ral heritage is not  

an  em pty gesture. Cu lture const it u tes 

a visib le expression  of hum an ident ity. 

Depriving   a peop le of their cu ltu re is 

tan tam ount  to em ptying  them  of the 

very substance that  form s the  

backbone of their righ t  to 

self-determ inat ion , especially in  a 

context  of cum ulat ive, in terconnected  

and system ic hum an righ ts violat ions.?

 

UNESCO?s approach to cu ltu ral 

d ip lom acy has p layed  a crucial role in  

p rotect ing  Palest in ian  heritage and 

aim s to bu ild  a cooperat ive m odel that  

estab lishes partnersh ips and  bu ilds 

t rust . W hile th is focus on  cooperat ion  is 

UNESCO-protected  sites such as the 

Dom e of the Rock com pound, w h ich  

also houses the Al Aqsa Mosque, and  

som e of the count ry?s m ost  sensit ive 

archaeolog ical sites, such as the City of 

David  Nat ional Park (UNESCO, 2014).

Since the beg inn ing  of th is phase of 

arm ed conflict , t he Israeli arm y has 

dest royed at  least  200 sites of h istorical 

im portance in  Palest ine (Saber, 2024) 

and  over a hundred  relig ious sites 

(Kansara & Ahm ed Nour, 2023). 

The Great  Om ari Mosque, bu ilt  in  the 7th  

Century and  dest royed on  the 7th  of 

Decem ber of 2023 by Israeli forces, w as 

the oldest  and  largest  m osque in  the 

Gaza St rip , w ith  an  arch itecture that  

reflects Gaza's rich  and  long  h istory. The 

dest ruct ion  of the m osque has had  a 

p rofound em ot ional im pact  on  the 

Palest in ian  peop le. It  w as a p lace of 

w orsh ip  and  a sym bol of the reg ion 's rich  

h istory and  cu ltu ral iden t ity.

The Church  of Sain t  Porphyrius has 

sign ifican t  value for the Palest in ian  

popu lat ion , being  the oldest  church  st ill 

act ive in  Gaza un t il it s dest ruct ion  on  the 

19th  of October 2023. The church  is 

nam ed after Sain t  Porphyrius, a 

5th -century b ishop of Gaza. It  is 

im portan t  to Christ ians and  Muslim s in  

the reg ion , as these popu lat ions have 

cohab ited  w ith  th is land  for over ten  

centuries (Shepardson, 2023). Israel 

has focused on  the dest ruct ion  of 

relig ious sites, both  Christ ian  and  

Muslim . These sites are targeted  not  

on ly because of the sense of 

com m unity they offer but  because 

they also d irect ly con t rad ict  t he 

narrat ive the Israeli governm ent  aim s 

to const ruct  by being  evidence that  

that  area has, for several cen turies, 

had  a m ult i-ethn ic and  m ult i-relig ious 

popu lat ion , not  being  therefore ?a 

land  w ithout  peop le? (Garfinkle, 1991).

The Al Qarara Cultural Museum  

housed artefacts spann ing  six 

m illenn ia. A repository of the reg ion?s 

rich  h istory, p rovid ing  a tang ib le link 

to the land  and it s ancien t  

civilizat ions, the m useum ?s collect ion  

included Canaan ite, Rom an pot tery 

and  coins, Byzant ine m osaics, 

Crusader sw ords, and  t rad it ional 

Palest in ian  d resses. The m useum  is a 

source of p ride and  ident ity for the 

local com m unity, offering  a g lim pse 

in to the roots of Palest in ian  heritage. 

Heritage sites represent  m ore than 

h istorical landm arks; they em body 

m em ory and  cont inu ity, crucial for 

m ain tain ing  collect ive consciousness. 
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vital for p reserving  heritage, it  m ust  

also ensure that  cu ltu ral narrat ives are 

inclusively represented . By am plifying  

the visib ilit y and  sign ificance of 

Palest in ian  heritage, such effort s can 

h igh ligh t  the shared  value of these 

cu ltu ral and  h istorical legacies.

The com plexity of the 

Israeli-Palest in ian  conflict  p resents 

add it ional d ifficu lt ies for cu ltu ral 

p reservat ion . As noted  by the Un ited  

Nat ions w hen Palest ine w as g iven fu ll 

UNESCO m em bersh ip,  "Th is vote is 

for the sake of peace and represents 

in ternat ional consensus on  support  

for the leg it im ate Palest in ian  

nat ional righ ts of our peop le, the 

forem ost  of w h ich  is the 

estab lishm ent  of it s independent  

state." (Irish , 2011) 

The recogn it ion  of Palest in ian  heritage 

by UNESCO carries sign ifican t  polit ical 

im p licat ions. W hile focused on  cu ltu ral 

p reservat ion , it  engages w ith  

in ternat ional d ialogues about  iden t ity 

and  self-determ inat ion . UNESCO?s 

effort s to p rom ote Palest in ian  heritage 

cont ribu te to a deeper appreciat ion  of 

the reg ion?s cu ltu ral richness, fostering  

understand ing  and  cooperat ion  in  a 

challeng ing  geopolit ical con text . 
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Con clusion

The target ing  and  dest ruct ion  of 

cu ltu ral heritage goes beyond physical 

loss, being  an  assau lt  on  ident ity, 

m em ory, and  the com m unity?s 

h istorical con t inu ity. Disrup t ing  the 

connect ion  betw een any g iven 

com m unity and  it s land  severs t ies to 

collect ive m em ory and  underm ines 

p reserving  ident ity for fu ture 

generat ions. Erasing  h istorical 

landm arks and  m an ipu lat ing  narrat ives 

aim s to d isconnect  peop le from  their 

heritage and their claim  to 

self-determ inat ion .

In  th is con flict , archaeolog ical p ract ices 

and  heritage policies have been 

w eapon ised  by the Israeli governm ent  

to estab lish  a nat ional narrat ive and  

assert  con t rol over the land . Th is use of 

heritage as a polit ical tool fu rther 

com plicates the conflict .

In  the past  years, UNESCO and other 

in ternat ional organ isat ions have p layed  

a crucial role in  counteract ing  th is 

at tem pt  at  erasure by recogn izing  and  

p rotect ing  Palest in ian  heritage. Th is 

recogn it ion  helps p reserve cu ltu ral 

sites w h ile also rein forcing  Palest ine?s 

ident ity. Such effort s are essent ial in  

fostering  peace and reconciliat ion , as 

they affirm  the cu ltu ral and  h istorical 

sign ificance of a peop le w hose heritage 

has been endangered .

The com plexity of the conflict  dem ands 

nuanced and proact ive m easures to 

ensure that  cu ltu ral heritage serves as 

a b ridge to understand ing  rather than 

a casualty of d iscord .

Referen ces

75 Steps Tow ards Preserving  Pa lest in ian  Cultura l Heritage. (2023, June 19). 

UNESCO. Ret rieved  February 2,2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.unesco.org /en /art icles/75- 

steps-tow ards-preserving -palest in ian-cu ltu ral-heritage 

Alfonseca, K. (2023, Novem ber 10). Tim eline: A look in to the long  h istory of the 

Israeli-Pa lest in ian  conflict . ABC. Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 . h t tps://abcnew s.go. 

com /In ternat ional/t im eline-long -h istory-israeli-palest in ian-conflict /story?id=103875 

134 

Alsaafin , Linah. (2023, October 9).?W hat?s the Israel-Palest ine conflict  about? A 

sim p le gu ide?.Al Jazeera . Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.aljazeera. 

com /new s/2023/10/9/w hats-the-israel-palest ine-conflict -about -a-sim p le-gu ide 

Anatolu  Agency. (2023, August  17). "Israel exp loit s archaeology to leg it im ize 

occupat ion  of Palest ine". Da ily Sabah. Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  

h t tps://w w w.dailysabah.com /w orld /m id-east /israel-exp loit s-archaeology-to-leg it im  

ize -occupat ion-of-palest ine 

Bajec, A. (2023, Decem ber 18). "How  Gaza?s h istory and  cu ltu re are being  erased by 

Israel?s w ar". The New  Arab . Ret rieved  February 1, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.new arab. 

com /analysis/how -israels-w ar-erasing -gazas-h istory-and-cu ltu re 

Cu ltura l Protect ion  Fund projects | Occup ied  Pa lest in ian  Territories. (2022). Brit ish  

Council. Ret rieved  February 2, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.brit ishcouncil.org /art s/cu ltu r 

e-developm ent /cu ltu ral-p rotect ion-fund /p rojects/occup ied-palest in ian-territories 

Ezrah i, T., & Mizrach i, Y. (2019, May 29). Israel Is Using  Archeology To Erase 

Non-Jew ish  History. Fow ard . Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps://forw ard .com / 

op in ion /425059/jerusalem s-archaeolog ical-sites-are-now -a-bat t le-g round-for-israeli/ 

Farazi Saber, I. (2024 , January 14). "A ?cu ltu ral genocide?: W hich  of Gaza?s heritage 

sites have been dest royed?". Aljazeera . Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps:// 

w w w.aljazeera.com /new s/2024 /1/14 /a-cu ltu ral-genocide-w h ich-of-gazas-heritage- 

sites-have-been-dest royed  

Glock, A. (1994). Archaeology as Cultural Survival: The Future of the Palest in ian  

Past . Journa l of Pa lest ine Stud ies, Vol. 23(No. 3 (Spring , 1994)), 70?84 . 

h t tps://w w w.jstor. org /stab le/2537961 

Haw ari, Y. (2022, March  18). "Unearth ing  occupat ion : Israel?s archaeolog ical w ar on  

Leonor Galão is a Master?s student  in  

Pub lic and  Cultural Dip lom acy, deep ly 

in terested  in  the in tersect ions of 

m em ory, iden t ity, and  cu ltu re. 

Curren t ly w rit ing  a thesis on  the role 

of cu ltu ral organ isat ions and  p rojects 

in  fostering  un ity in  Cyprus, she is 

passionate about  leverag ing  cu ltu ral 

in it iat ives to b ridge d ivides and  

p rom ote shared  narrat ives. Leonor 

seeks opportun it ies to cont ribu te to 

p rojects em phasising  cu ltu ral 

heritage, in tercu ltu ral d ialogue, and  

com m unity bu ild ing .

E-m ail: leonor.galao@gm ail.com

         Linked in  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/75-steps-towards-preserving-palestinian-cultural-heritage?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000e5d07ecb9f5390b03c61248fe175f089257aa576d975b62b09989c03ba99143808831aa0e91430005850b0ab38e74ff2174c1d48343ab979b72411ab92e512170bfb66568da3ce341dd375d125157565edc76855d8b7429a
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/75-steps-towards-preserving-palestinian-cultural-heritage?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000e5d07ecb9f5390b03c61248fe175f089257aa576d975b62b09989c03ba99143808831aa0e91430005850b0ab38e74ff2174c1d48343ab979b72411ab92e512170bfb66568da3ce341dd375d125157565edc76855d8b7429a
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/75-steps-towards-preserving-palestinian-cultural-heritage?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000e5d07ecb9f5390b03c61248fe175f089257aa576d975b62b09989c03ba99143808831aa0e91430005850b0ab38e74ff2174c1d48343ab979b72411ab92e512170bfb66568da3ce341dd375d125157565edc76855d8b7429a
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/75-steps-towards-preserving-palestinian-cultural-heritage?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000e5d07ecb9f5390b03c61248fe175f089257aa576d975b62b09989c03ba99143808831aa0e91430005850b0ab38e74ff2174c1d48343ab979b72411ab92e512170bfb66568da3ce341dd375d125157565edc76855d8b7429a
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/75-steps-towards-preserving-palestinian-cultural-heritage?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000e5d07ecb9f5390b03c61248fe175f089257aa576d975b62b09989c03ba99143808831aa0e91430005850b0ab38e74ff2174c1d48343ab979b72411ab92e512170bfb66568da3ce341dd375d125157565edc76855d8b7429a
https://abcnews.go.com/International/timeline-long-history-israeli-palestinian-conflict/story?id=103875134
https://abcnews.go.com/International/timeline-long-history-israeli-palestinian-conflict/story?id=103875134
https://abcnews.go.com/International/timeline-long-history-israeli-palestinian-conflict/story?id=103875134
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/9/whats-the-israel-palestine-conflict-about-a-simple-guide
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/9/whats-the-israel-palestine-conflict-about-a-simple-guide
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/israel-exploits-archaeology-to-legitimize-occupation-of-palestine
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/israel-exploits-archaeology-to-legitimize-occupation-of-palestine
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/israel-exploits-archaeology-to-legitimize-occupation-of-palestine
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/how-israels-war-erasing-gazas-history-and-culture
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/how-israels-war-erasing-gazas-history-and-culture
https://www.britishcouncil.org/arts/culture-development/cultural-protection-fund/projects/occupied-palestinian-territories
https://www.britishcouncil.org/arts/culture-development/cultural-protection-fund/projects/occupied-palestinian-territories
https://forward.com/opinion/425059/jerusalems-archaeological-sites-are-now-a-battle-ground-for-israeli/
https://forward.com/opinion/425059/jerusalems-archaeological-sites-are-now-a-battle-ground-for-israeli/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/14/a-cultural-genocide-which-of-gazas-heritage-sites-have-been-destroyed
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/14/a-cultural-genocide-which-of-gazas-heritage-sites-have-been-destroyed
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/14/a-cultural-genocide-which-of-gazas-heritage-sites-have-been-destroyed
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2537961
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2537961
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leonor-gal%C3%A3o-17b854279/


CULTURAL HERITAGE & PEACE

PAGE 24 

The ESACH Magazine n°4 - Decem ber  2024

PAGE 25 

Palest in ian  cu ltu ral heritage". The New  Arab. Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps:// 

w w w.new arab.com /analysis/israels-archaeolog ical-w ar-palest in ian-cu ltu ral-heritage 

Im p lem enta t ion  of 41 C/Resolu t ion  51 and  216 EX/Decision  34 concern ing  educat iona l 

and  cu ltu ra l inst it u t ions in  the Occup ied  Arab  Territories. (2023). UNESCO. Ret rieved  

February 2, 2024 , from  h t tps://unesdoc.unesco.org /ark:/48223/p f0000387071 

Involvem ent  of com m unit ies, g roups and  ind ividua ls. (n .d .). UNESCO. Ret rieved  

February 3, 2024 , from  h t tps://ich .unesco.org /en /involvem ent -of-com m unit ies-00033 

Israel?s w ar on  Gaza: List  of key events, day 117. (2024 , January 31). Al jazeera. Ret rieved  

January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.aljazeera.com /new s/2024 /1/31/israels-w ar-on-gaza- 

list -of-key-events-day-117 

J Khan, A. (2023, Novem ber 17). "Israel-Palest ine w ar: The h istoric Great  Om ari Mosque 

in  Gaza ?h it? by an  Israeli air st rike". M idd le East  Eye. Ret rieved  February 1, 2024 , from  

h t tps://w w w.m idd leeasteye.net /new s/israel-palest ine-w ar-gaza-air-st rike-h it s-g reat - 

om ari-m osque-oldest  

Jew ish  & Non-Jew ish  Popula t ion  of Israel/Pa lest ine. (n .d .). Jew ish  Virtual Lib rary. 

Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.jew ishvirtuallib rary.org /jew ish-and-non- 

jew ish-popu lat ion-of-israel-palest ine-1517-present  

Kansara, R., & Ahm ed Nour, A. (2023, January 31). "Israel-Gaza w ar: Count ing  the 

dest ruct ion  of relig ious sites". BBC. Ret rieved  February 2, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.bbc. 

com /new s/w orld -m idd le-east -67983018 

Malik , N. (2023, Decem ber 18). "W hat  does it  m ean to erase a peop le ? a nat ion , cu ltu re, 

iden t ity? In  Gaza, w e are beg inn ing  to find  out ". The Guard ian. Ret rieved  February 1, 

2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.theguard ian .com /com m ent isfree/2023/dec/18/gaza-israel-des 

t roying -cu ltu re-and-ident ity 

McGreal, C. (2023, Novem ber 16). "W hat  a re the roots of the Israel-Pa lest ine conflict?". 

The Guard ian. Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.theguard ian .com /w orld / 

2023/nov/09/w hy-israel-palest ine-conflict -h istory 

Nam ey, I. (2021, Septem ber 14). "In  Gaza, a m useum  filled  w ith  h istory ?p icked  up? along  

the w ay." The Christ ian  Science Mon itor. Ret rieved  February 2, 2024 , from  

h t tps://w w w.csm onitor.com /World /Midd le-East /2021/0914 /In -Gaza-a-m useum -filled - 

w ith -h istory-p icked-up -along-the-w ay 

Roth-Row land, N. (2020, October 23). "In  East  Jerusalem , the set t ler p roject  is 

expand ing  underg round". +972 Magazine. Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  

h t tps://w w w.972m ag.com /city-of-david -elad-palest in ians/ 

Scham , P. (2005). Modern  Jew ish  History: Trad it iona l Narra t ives of Israeli and  

Pa lest in ian  History. Jew ish  Virtual Lib rary. Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps:// 

w w w.jew ishvirtuallib rary.org /t rad it ional-narrat ives-of-israeli-and-palest in ian-h istory 

Shepardson, C. (2023, October 23). "Palest in ian  Christ ians and  Muslim s have lived  

together in  the reg ion  for cen turies ? and  several w ere k illed  recent ly w h ile sheltering  

in  the h istoric Church  of Sain t  Porphyrius". The Conversa t ion. Ret rieved  February 2, 

2024 , from  h t tps://t heconversat ion .com /palest in ian-christ ians-and-m uslim s-have-lived  

-together-in -the-reg ion-for-centuries-and-several-w ere-killed -recent ly-w h ile-sheltering  

-in -the-h istoric-church-of-sain t -porphyrius-216335 

Su leim an, O. (2023, October 19). "Erasing  Palest ine". Al jazeera . Ret rieved  January 31, 

2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.aljazeera.com /op in ions/2023/10/19/erasing -palest ine-2 

The Quest ion  of Pa lest ine. (n .d .). Un ited  Nat ions. Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  

h t tps://w w w.un.org /un ispal/t im eline/ 

Tim eline: Key Events In  The Israel-Arab  And Israeli-Pa lest in ian  Conflict . (n .d .). 

Am erican  Jew ish  Com m it tee. Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.ajc.org / 

IsraelConflictTim eline 

"Tim eline of con flict  betw een Israel and  Palest in ians in  Gaza". (2023, October 7). 

Reuters. Ret rieved  January 31, 2024 , from  h t tps://w w w.reuters.com /w orld /m idd le-east / 

con flict -betw een-israel-palest in ians-gaza-2023-10-07/ 

"Tim eline of Palest ine?s History". (n .d .). Al jazeera . Ret rieved  January 30, 2024 , from  

h t tps://rem ix.aljazeera.com /aje/Palest ineRem ix/t im eline_m ain .h tm l# t l-1 Troen, S. I. 

(2013). Israeli View s of the Land of Israel/Palest ine. Israel Stud ies, Vol. 18(No. 2), 100?114 . 

h t tps://w w w.jstor.org /stab le/10.2979/israelstud ies.18.2.100?seq=4 

https://www.newarab.com/analysis/israels-archaeological-war-palestinian-cultural-heritage
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/israels-archaeological-war-palestinian-cultural-heritage
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000387071
https://ich.unesco.org/en/involvement-of-communities-00033
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/31/israels-war-on-gaza-list-of-key-events-day-117
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/31/israels-war-on-gaza-list-of-key-events-day-117
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-war-gaza-air-strike-hits-great-omari-mosque-oldest
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-war-gaza-air-strike-hits-great-omari-mosque-oldest
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-and-non-jewish-population-of-israel-palestine-1517-present
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-and-non-jewish-population-of-israel-palestine-1517-present
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67983018
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67983018
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/18/gaza-israel-destroying-culture-and-identity
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/18/gaza-israel-destroying-culture-and-identity
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/09/why-israel-palestine-conflict-history
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/09/why-israel-palestine-conflict-history
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2021/0914/In-Gaza-a-museum-filled-with-history-picked-up-along-the-way
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2021/0914/In-Gaza-a-museum-filled-with-history-picked-up-along-the-way
https://www.972mag.com/city-of-david-elad-palestinians/
https://www.972mag.com/city-of-david-elad-palestinians/
https://www.972mag.com/city-of-david-elad-palestinians/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/traditional-narratives-of-israeli-and-palestinian-history
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/traditional-narratives-of-israeli-and-palestinian-history
https://theconversation.com/palestinian-christians-and-muslims-have-lived-together-in-the-region-for-centuries-and-several-were-killed-recently-while-sheltering-in-the-historic-church-of-saint-porphyrius-216335
https://theconversation.com/palestinian-christians-and-muslims-have-lived-together-in-the-region-for-centuries-and-several-were-killed-recently-while-sheltering-in-the-historic-church-of-saint-porphyrius-216335
https://theconversation.com/palestinian-christians-and-muslims-have-lived-together-in-the-region-for-centuries-and-several-were-killed-recently-while-sheltering-in-the-historic-church-of-saint-porphyrius-216335
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/10/19/erasing-palestine-2
https://www.un.org/unispal/timeline/
https://www.ajc.org/IsraelConflictTimeline
https://www.ajc.org/IsraelConflictTimeline
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/conflict-between-israel-palestinians-gaza-2023-10-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/conflict-between-israel-palestinians-gaza-2023-10-07/
https://remix.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/timeline_main.html#tl-1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/israelstudies.18.2.100?seq=4


The ESACH Magazine n°4 - Decem ber  2024

PAGE 27PAGE 26

of Ju ly and  August  2022 at  the ?????? ??? 

Com m unity Cent re in  Corin th , Greece.

St ructured  around the creat ion  of social 

spaces facilit ated  th rough art -based 

w orkshops, the Socia l Art  for Wom en 

project  p rovides a com pelling  exam ple 

on  fostering  cooperat ion  th rough art .

The b roader context  of the p roject  is that  

of the Com m unity Cent re, m anaged by 

the NGOs One Bridge to-, La  Luna d i 

Vasilika , and  Aletheia . It  p rovides vital 

support  to m ig ran ts, offering  services 

such as the Free Shop (basic necessit ies 

d ist ribu t ion), b ike ren tal, m ed ical and  

psycholog ical aid  in  partnersh ip  w ith  

organ izat ions such as Doctors W ithout  

Borders. Nearby, the Com m unity School 

p rovides educat ional p rog ram s and 

social act ivit ies like cooking  classes.

Th is paper p rovides an  overview  of the 

m ig ratory context  in  Corin th , the p roject  

fram ew ork that  led  to the developm ent  

of the Socia l Art  for Wom en project , t he 

art -based w orkshops carried  out , and  

their im pact . Last ly, it  h igh ligh ts the 

benefit s of im p lem ent ing  art ist ic 

act ivit ies in  hum anitarian  set t ings to 

foster cross-cu ltu ral cooperat ion .

The Corin t he Refug ee Cam p

To understand  the context  in  w h ich  the 

Socia l Art  for Wom en project  took p lace, 

it  is essent ial to p rovide a b rief overview  

of the cam p's h istory and  dem ograph ics.

.The Corin th  Refugee Cam p w as 

estab lished  in  Septem ber 2019 for 

m ig ran ts relocated  from  overcrow ded 

Greek islands. In it ially designed as a 

tem porary st ructure w ith  em ergency 

resources, living  cond it ions rem ained 

poor. Accord ing  to IOM reports from  

Septem ber 2019, the cam p housed 

575 peop le, desp ite it s capacity for 

672, w ith  168 shelter un it s. These 

shelters w ere basic "rub  halls" 

in tended for short -term  use, w h ich  

then becam e long-term  residences. 

The cam p's inadequate facilit ies 

included on ly 28 show ers and  48 

lat rines for the en t ire popu lat ion .

By March  2022, the cam p popu lat ion  

w as com posed of 638 peop le.  

Afghans (36.52%), follow ed by 

nat ionals from  the Dem ocrat ic 

Repub lic of Congo (20.69%) and  Syria 

(12.23%). The dem ograph ic 

b reakdow n rem ained heavily m ale, 

especially am ong  young  adu lt s aged 

25-35, w ith  w om en, ch ild ren , and  the 

elderly form ing  a m inority. The 

gender im balance, lack of 

fem ale-friend ly spaces, and  poor 

healthcare d isproport ionately 

affected  w om en and ch ild ren . 

Language and ethn ic d ivisions w ith in  

the cam p further p revented  

cooperat ion , som et im es resu lt ing  in  

tensions. The data h igh ligh t  the 

challeng ing  cond it ions of the cam p, 

part icu larly for w om en, em phasizing  

the need for cooperat ive in it iat ives 

Dan iela Desan t is

The Social Ar t  for W om en  Project  
w it h  t he Mig ran t s of  t he Corin t h  
Refug ee Cam p in  Greece

In t roduct ion

This paper aim s to invest igate the largely 

unexp lored  benefit s of em ploying  art  in  

hum anitarian  crisis con texts. It  exam ines 

the Socia l Art  for Wom en project  sharing  

the tang ib le outcom es ach ieved w ith  

m ig ran t  w om en in  the Corin th  refugee 

cam p and to exp lore the b roader 

im p licat ions of art  as a tool for fostering  

in tercu ltu ral d ialogue.

Indeed, in  the larger kaleidoscope of 

cu ltu ral heritage, art ist ic d iscip lines are 

often  renow ned for their h istorical and  

representat ive value of various 

com m unit ies. How ever, their role in  

p rom ot ing  cooperat ion  rem ains 

underexp lored .

On th is m at ter, Martha Nussbaum  (2010) 

h igh ligh ts the educat ional pow er of art , 

suggest ing  it s poten t ial to posit ively 

im pact  vu lnerab le com m unit ies. In  the 

w ake of the ph ilosopher?s theories, the 

research  exam ines the use of art  for 

cooperat ive purposes w ith in  the Corin th  

Refugee Cam p. In  th is con text , t he Socia l 

Art  for Wom en project  w as im p lem ented  

by the author, Dan iela Desant is, and  

colleague Ch iara Macciò over the m onths 

Abst ract

The art icle invest iga tes the 

innova t ive role of a rt  in  

hum anita rian  contexts, focusing  on  

the Socia l Art  for Wom en project  

conducted  in  Corin th  (Greece) during  

the sum m er of 2022. The project  

ta rgeted  m ig ran t  w om en of various 

na t iona lit ies, ages, and  backgrounds, 

u t ilizing  a rt ist ic w orkshops to foster 

in tercu ltu ra l coopera t ion . It s success 

dem onst ra tes how  art  serves as a  

pow erfu l m ed ium  for b ridg ing  

cu ltu ra l and  lingu ist ic barriers w h ile 

p rom ot ing  cross-cu ltu ra l d ia logue 

and exchange.

Key W ords: Socia l Art ; Cu ltura l 

Heritage; Hum anita rian ; 

Coopera t ion .
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like Socia l Art  for Wom en to be 

im p lem ented .

The Project  Desig n  Process

After iden t ifying  the need for an  

in it iat ive targeted  at  the w om en of 

the cam p, the necessary steps w ere 

taken to design  the p roject .

The Socia l Art  for Wom en project  

follow ed a st ructured  p roject  

m anagem ent  approach based on  

the LogFram e m ethodology, tailored  

to the challenges of the Corin th  

cam p. Th is m ethodology w as 

selected  as it  is the m ost  w idely 

used  approach in  the field  of 

in ternat ional developm ent . It  

enab les coherent  p lann ing , 

iden t ifying  goals, ob ject ives, 

outputs, and  act ivit ies, w h ile also 

p rovid ing  m easurab le ind icators.

During  the p rog ram m ing  phase, the 

coord inators assessed availab le 

spaces and  designed art ist ic 

m ethods su itab le for the cam p?s 

needs together w ith  Mina Lanzillot t i, 

Field  Coord inator. Early 

conversat ions w ith  Dr. Jessica 

Sem perbon i in form ed the p roject?s 

d irect ion , d ist ingu ish ing  it  from  art  

t herapy by focusing  on  a 

socio-cu ltu ral and  polit ical approach. 

At  th is stage a GoFundMe cam paign  

successfu lly raised  ? 500 to cover 

connect , share experiences, and  g row  

in  a support ive environm ent . Th is 

p rocess aim ed to em pow er the 

part icipants by p rovid ing  them  not  on ly 

a p lat form  for expression  but  also the 

opportun ity to act ively shape their 

cu ltu ral and  social roles w ith in  the 

cam p (EIGE).

At  the heart  of the p roject  w as the 

estab lishm ent  of a gender-sensit ive 

space w here w om en cou ld  learn  about  

gender aw areness and  recogn ize their 

cu ltu ral heritage as a vital com ponent  

of their iden t ity (Sen, 2006). Th is 

in it iat ive w as designed to g ive 

part icipants ow nersh ip  of the space, 

allow ing  them  the freedom  to d iscuss 

how  t im e and resources w ere m anaged 

w ith  the coord inators. Such agency w as 

crucial in  help ing  w om en reclaim  

cont rol over their lives, part icu larly after 

experiencing  rest rict ive cond it ions in  

the cam p.

By in teg rat ing  art  in to social 

in teract ions, the p roject  not  on ly 

sought  to alleviate som e of the tensions 

w ith in  the cam p but  also aim ed to 

create a m ore cohesive com m unity. The 

focus on  w om en?s em pow erm ent  

th rough art ist ic collaborat ion  

underscored  the p roject 's com m itm ent  

to fostering  inclusivity and  

understand ing  am ong  d iverse 

nat ionalit ies.

Ult im ately, t he Socia l Art  for Wom en 

project  serves as a testam ent  to the 

t ransform at ive pow er of art  in  b ridg ing  

cu ltu ral d ivides and  p rom ot ing  social 

cooperat ion , offering  a m odel that  cou ld  

be rep licated  in  other hum anitarian  

contexts.

Im p lem en t at ion  and  Challeng es of  

t he Socia l Ar t  for W om en  Project

Upon com plet ing  the design  steps 

out lined  by the LogFram e Approach, the 

focus sh ifted  to the actual 

im p lem entat ion  of the p roject . Weekly 

tw o-hour m eet ings w ere set  up  at  the 

Com m unity School, w ith  in form at ion  sent  

in  m ult ip le languages: Eng lish , Arab ic, 

Farsi, French, Sw ah ili, and  Som ali.

Desp ite being  open to all w om en, 

p red ict ing  part icipat ion  w as challeng ing  

due to the com plex dynam ics am ong  

d ifferen t  com m unit ies. Other log ist ical 

challenges such as long  d istances, 

responsib ilit ies like ch ildcare, and  the 

sum m er heat  affected  part icipat ion , 

w h ich  im p lied  flexib ilit y from  the 

organ izat ion . Indeed, during  Ju ly and  

August  2022, ext rem e heat  sign ifican t ly 

reduced at tendance in  successfu l 

p rog ram s such as Men 's Cooking  Classes, 

d ropp ing  from  30 to 2 or no part icipants.

Against  all odds, 12 w om en at tended the 

first  m eet ing , represent ing  d iverse 

backgrounds from  Afghan istan , Syria, 

Egyp t , Cam eroon, and  Guinea. The 

coord inators, Dr. Macciò and  the author 

facilit ated  the m eet ings in  Eng lish , 

t ranslat ing  in to Farsi, Arab ic, or French 

m aterial costs, surpassing  the in it ial 

t arget  of ? 400.

Wom en w ere ident ified  as the p rim ary 

beneficiaries due to gender-based 

exclusion  and  m arg inalizat ion  in  the 

cam p. Many w om en st rugg led  w ith  

access to essent ial item s, lacked 

ch ildcare support , and  found it  d ifficu lt  

to in teract  w ith  d ifferen t  ethn ic g roups 

(IOM Factsheets).

The p roject 's in ter-sect ional approach 

addressed these layers of 

d iscrim inat ion , aim ing  to create a safe, 

gender-sensit ive space w here w om en 

cou ld  gather, express them selves, and  

bu ild  support ive netw orks. The 

Prob lem  Tree analysis em phasized  

that  nat ional d ivisions and  poor living  

cond it ions h inder w om en?s 

part icipat ion  and  em pow erm ent . The 

Socia l Art  for Wom en project  w as set  

up  to use art  w orkshops to p rom ote 

in tercu ltu ral cooperat ion . By 

encourag ing  w om en to express their 

iden t it ies and  cu ltu ral heritage 

th rough art  p ract ices, these w orkshops 

helped  b reak dow n language barriers 

and  fostered  collaborat ion . Gender 

aw areness w as a cent ral t hem e, 

allow ing  part icipants to reflect  on  their 

roles as w om en w h ile also celebrat ing  

their d iverse backgrounds. The 

w orkshops nurtured  solidarity and  

em pathy, em pow ering  the w om en to 



Fig u re 1. One of the k ids p laying  w ith  colors 
during  the Socia l Art  for Wom en w orkshops. 

Photo: Dan iela Desant is 2022
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m irrors and  art  supp lies to create 

self-port rait s, b lend ing  literal and  

m etaphorical reflect ions. The th ird  

w orkshop involved  w orking  w ith  b locks 

of clay to represent  w om anhood, w ith  

som e part icipants realizing  tab lets of 

sym bolic fingerprin ts,  reflect ing  

personal journeys. Subsequent ly, 

during  the fourth  laboratory, g roups 

collaborated  on  m irror-based artw ork 

fostering  team w ork and  belong ing . 

Last ly, in  the fift h  w orkshop, the art ist s 

collect ively crafted  st ring  art  spelling  

?The w om en are p resent?, sym bolizing  

un ity and  agency.

The project  cu lm inated  in  tw o 

exh ib it ions. Moving  beyond the 

alienat ing  realit y of the cam p, the 

exh ib it ions p rovided  an  opportun ity for 

not  on ly the art ist s but  the en t ire 

com m unity to celebrate their w ork and  

connect ions. The first  featured  

photog raph ic port rait s, sparking  d ialogue 

and engagem ent . In it ially surprised  and  

caught  off guard , m any m ale visitors later 

shared  their appreciat ion  of the w om en?s 

port rait s p laced  in  the Com m unity 

Cent re. During  the final w orkshop a m ale 

refugee volun tarily offered  to help  w ith  

the nailing  of the w ooden tab let , w h ich  

w as used by the part icipants. The 

exam ple h igh ligh ts how  the Socia l Art  for 

Wom en project  not  on ly created  spaces 

for w om en but  also engaged m en in  

support ing  w om en 's em pow erm ent .

w ith  part icipant  assistance.

Ice-breaking  act ivit ies and  art  w orkshops 

helped  part icipants bu ild  t rust  and  

collaborat ion . The social art  act ivit ies 

sparked  reflect ions on  their iden t it ies as 

w om en and served  as a foundat ion  for 

bu ild ing  a safe recreat ional space. A p lay 

area for ch ild ren  and  m eal p rovisions 

addressed barriers caused by m atern ity, 

ensuring  g reater accessib ilit y for m others. 

A Socia l Art  for Wom en Reg ister t racked 

personal details, at tendance, and  

feedback to m on itor p rog ress and  

im prove the w orkshops.

Against  th is backdrop, the Socia l Art  

for Wom en consisten t  at tendance 

h igh ligh ted  it s sign ificance, especially 

considering  the in it ial lack of w om en 

part icipat ing  in  the Com m unity 

Cent re's act ivit ies. Fostering  genu ine 

social connect ions and  cu ltu ral 

exchanges, it  created  a support ive 

netw ork and  enhanced com m unity 

cohesion .

The Ar t -Based  W ork shops & Main  

Ach ievem en t s of  t he Socia l Ar t  for 

W om en  Project  

In  order to p rovide a m ore accurate 

understand ing  of the w orkshops 

conducted  th roughout  the p roject  and  

the m ain  ob ject ives ach ieved, it  is 

usefu l to g ive an  overview  of the 

act ivit ies im p lem ented .

A total of five w orkshops and tw o 

exh ib it ions w ere held . The cent ral 

t hem e of the art -based w orkshops w as 

the use of reflect ive m aterials and  

m irrors. Th is approach not  on ly 

p rovided  part icipants w ith  a space to 

reflect  on  their ow n im age but  also 

enab led  them  to create artw orks that  

engaged the view er, invit ing  them  to 

reflect  on  their ow n presence w ith in  

the p iece.

During  the first  w orkshop, part icipants 

app lied  m ake-up  and posed for 

port rait s, creat ing  and  em pow ering  

space for self-expression . During  the 

second m eet ing , the w om en used 
Fig u re 2. Part icipants during  the fift h  w orkshop. Photo: Dan iela Desant is 2022.
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evidenced not  on ly by the m ult ip le 

requests from  part icipants to 

cont inue the p roject  but  also by the 

in it iat ives that  em erged in  the w ake 

of Socia l Art  for Wom en, such as the 

creat ion  of a m ake-up  stud io by one 

of the part icipants. Moreover, t he 

m ost  notab le in it iat ive w as the 

creat ion  of the Wom en?s Space, 

w h ich  adopted  the goals and  sp irit  

of Socia l Art  for Wom en w ithout  

rep licat ing  it s tools and  

m ethodology. The fact  that  the 

Wom en?s Space w as born  out  of the 

part icipants? desire to cont inue the 

w ork of Socia l Art  for Wom en, and  

that  it  con t inues to th rive after tw o 

years, dem onst rates the ongoing  

need w ith in  the Com m unity Cent re 

and  the b roader cam p context  for 

spaces of sisterhood am ong  w om en.

Furtherm ore, desp ite it s challenges, 

like lim ited  resources and  

com pet ing  act ivit ies, the Socia l Art  

for Wom en project  dem onst rates 

the poten t ial for innovat ive art  

in it iat ives in  hum anitarian  contexts. 

Im p lem ent ing  social art  spaces 

requ ires resources and  stab ilit y, bu t  

the posit ive im pact  on  part icipants? 

socio-polit ical environm ents offers 

p rom ising  p rospects for b roader 

fu ture im p lem entat ion .

In  conclusion , the Socia l Art  for 

Wom en project  serves as a 

com pelling  exam ple of how  art , 

w hen st rateg ically em ployed in  

hum anitarian  contexts, can  funct ion  as a 

tool for b ridg ing  lingu ist ic and  cu ltu ral 

d ivides, fostering  in teract ion  am ong  

ind ividuals from  d iverse and  even 

conflict ing  backgrounds. Furtherm ore, 

art  facilit ates the enhancem ent  of 

in tercu ltu ral d ialogue, w h ile celebrat ing  

the un ique narrat ives and  cu ltu ral 

heritage of each part icipant . In  doing  so, 

it  upholds hum an righ ts by safeguard ing  

the d ign ity of each ind ividual and  

honoring  their un ique h istory.
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Con clusions - The W om en  Are 

Presen t

After tw o m onths, 5 w orkshops, 2 

exh ib it ions, a total of m ore than 20 

w om en part icipants from  5 d ifferen t  

count ries and  m ore than 30 artw orks 

p roduced, the Socia l Art  for Wom en 

project  cam e to a close.

The project  cu lm inated  in  an  

exh ib it ion-event  en t it led  The Wom en 

Are Present , show casing  the artw orks 

p roduced by the part icipants. Fam ilies 

and  the w hole com m unity of the 

refugee cam p w ere invited  to celebrate 

th is m om ent  of sharing  and  

com m unity bond ing .

The phrase 'The Wom en Are Present ' 

em bod ies the p roject 's core goals: to 

affirm  the p resence and value of 

w om en, w ho are often  silenced and 

doub ly sidelined  in  hum anitarian  

set t ings. Moreover, t he exh ib it ion  t it le 

w as insp ired  by Marina Abram ovi?'s 

2009 perform ance The Art ist  is Present , 

in  w h ich  she sat  every day for th ree 

m onths at  the MoMA, devot ing  herself 

to gazing  at  the person sit t ing  across 

from  her. Just  as Abram ovi? recogn ized  

the p resence of each visitor, t he 

artw orks created  during  the p roject  

affirm ed the p resence of the w om en in  

the cam p. Th is statem ent  h igh ligh ts the 

often  invisib le yet  pow erfu l p resence of 

w om en, acknow ledg ing  their st rugg les 

and  resilience (Nussbaum , 2013; Sp ivak, 

2008).

The successfu l ou tcom e of the p roject  is 

Fig u re 3. One of theSocia l Art  for Wom enart ist s part icipat ing  in  the collect ive hand 
prin t ing . Photo: Dan iela Desant is 2022.
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CHARTERS 
Recom m endat ions 

After four years of in tense w ork, 

CHARTER, the European Cultural 

Heritage Skills Alliance, funded by 

Erasm us+, released it s final 

recom m endat ions under the t it le 

?Securing  an  innovat ive and  

en terprising  heritage sector: Tw elve 

t ransform at ive recom m endat ions from  

the CHARTER project?.

The recom m endat ions out lined  here 

form  the cornerstone of a 

forw ard-th inking  Skills St rategy 

designed to bu ild  a th riving  and  

sustainab le heritage ecosystem . 

Developed th rough extensive research , 

consu ltat ions, and  collaborat ion  w ith  

reg ional, nat ional, and  European 

stakeholders since 2021, these 

recom m endat ions b ridge the gap  

betw een educat ion , t rain ing  system s, 

and  the labour m arket  needs of the 

heritage sector.

Presented  as a concise syn thesis of 

the com prehensive Cultural Heritage 

Skills St rategy docum ent , th is 

sum m ary h igh ligh ts 12 key 

recom m endat ions and  their t ailored  

app licat ions for stakeholders, 

includ ing  the European Un ion , 

Mem ber States, reg ional authorit ies, 

educat ion  p roviders, and  heritage 

inst it u t ions. The roadm ap priorit ises 

upskilling , fu ture-p roofing , equ itab le 

career opportun it ies, and  

evidence-driven  governance, ensuring  

the recogn it ion  and  t ransferab ilit y of 

heritage skills.

By fostering  the heritage sector?s role 

in  shap ing  collect ive and  ind ividual 

iden t it ies, these recom m endat ions 

underscore it s poten t ial as a d river of 

social, econom ic, and  environm ental 

change. They align  w ith  a 

values-based, sustainab le vision  for 

The ESACH Magazine n°4 - Decem ber  2024

PAGE 37

The second part  of th is issue sh ift s the 

focus to the heart  of our com m unity: 

ESACH?s ongoing  effort s, collaborat ions, 

and  the opportun it ies w e create 

together. Here, you?ll find  the latest  

updates on  our in it iat ives, excit ing  new s 

from  our partners, and  w ays to get  

involved  in  our g row ing  netw ork. Th is 

sect ion  celebrates the  sp irit  of ESACH: 

b ring ing  peop le together to share ideas, 

w ork on  p rojects, and  collect ively 

advance the field  of cu ltu ral heritage.

W hether you 're looking  to join  a new  

in it iat ive, connect  w ith  like-m inded 

peers, or exp lore opportun it ies in  cu ltu ral 

heritage, th is is the p lace for you!

?
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part icipatory leadersh ip, heritage policy 

design , and  in ternat ional relat ions. These 

pathw ays address curren t  and  fu ture 

sector dem ands.

5. Prom ot e a Lifelong  Learn ing  area for 

t he herit ag e sect or

Encourage cont inu ing  educat ion  (CET) to 

upskill and  reskill p rofessionals in  areas 

like d ig ital con ten t  creat ion , conservat ion , 

and  m anagem ent , ensuring  flexib ilit y to 

adapt  to em erg ing  needs such as AI and  

d ig ital ou t reach.

6. Fost er t he recog n it ion  of  non -form al 

and  in form al p r ior learn ing

Expand recogn it ion  of skills gained  

th rough non-form al and  in form al 

m ethods, such as on-the-job  t rain ing  and 

t rad it ional craft s, using  tools like 

m icro-credent ials and  validat ion  

p rocesses to im prove m ob ilit y and  career 

access.

7. Ensu re w ork -based  learn ing  for 

p rofessional developm en t  and  

early-career p rog ression

Enhance access to in ternsh ips and  

t raineesh ips by im proving  coord inat ion , 

offering  fair rem unerat ion , and  ensuring  

bet ter in teg rat ion  in to educat ion  

p rog ram s to b ridge gaps betw een 

t rain ing  and the w orkp lace.

8 . St reng t hen  qualit y assu rance in  

herit ag e educat ion  and  t rain ing

Standard ise quality assurance in  

vocat ional (VET) and  cont inu ing  

educat ion  (CET) to ensure consisten t  

standards across the EU, part icu larly for 

w ork-based learn ing , w h ich  is vital for 

heritage p rofessionals.

9. St r ive t ow ards a viab le, d iverse 

herit ag e w ork force

Address w orkforce p recarity by 

im proving  job  stab ilit y, p rom ot ing  

gender equality, and  increasing  

representat ion  of d isadvantaged 

g roups to foster d iversity and  resilience 

in  the heritage sector.

10. Fost er p rofessional recog n it ion  

and  facil it at e m ob ilit y 

Harm on ise standards and  im prove 

recogn it ion  of qualificat ions to support  

the m ob ilit y of heritage p rofessionals 

across the EU, addressing  gaps in  tools 

like ESCO and im proving  alignm ent  

w ith  nat ional fram ew orks.
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Europe, support ing  the CHARTER 

project?s am bit ion  to create an  

innovat ive and  rew ard ing  heritage 

sector that  con t ribu tes to a b righ ter 

fu ture.

1. Est ab lish  sk il ls st rat eg ies for t he 

herit ag e sect or for a syst em ic chang e

Encourage coord inated  skills st rateg ies 

at  the EU, nat ional, and  reg ional levels to 

align  educat ion  and  labour m arket  

dem ands, ensuring  heritage?s role in  

ach ieving  societal and  environm ental 

goals.

2. Coun t eract  t he loss of  herit ag e 

sk il ls

Com bat  the loss of t rad it ional 

heritage skills caused by d isrup ted  

generat ional t ransfers, shrinking  

m arkets, and  p recarious 

em ploym ent . Em phasise their 

relevance for addressing  m odern  

challenges like sustainab ilit y and  

clim ate resilience.

3. Com p lem en t  core herit ag e sk il ls 

w it h  t ransversal sk il ls t o fost er 

in t er- and  t rans-d iscip linarit y

Equ ip  heritage p rofessionals w ith  

com m unicat ion , d ig ital, 

en t repreneurial, and  eth ical skills 

alongside core com petencies in  

p reservat ion  and  governance to 

navigate evolving  challenges and 

in terd iscip linary roles.

4 . Of fer fu t u re-focused  educat ion  

and  t rain ing

CHARTER ident ifies eigh t  pathw ays 

for adapt ing  or develop ing  curricu la: 

com m unity engagem ent , 

sustainab ilit y in  bu ilt  heritage, 

heritage craft s, new  heritage 

conservat ion , d ig ital heritage, 

Jasna Popovi?, our Secretary, represented ESACH at the international 
conference  ?Future Horizons of Professional Skills and Training in the 
Heritage Sector,? held on November 28, 2024, in Barcelona, Spain.
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11. Develop  and  use robust  

socio-econ om ic ind icat ors for 

evidence-based  policies 

Im prove data collect ion  and  

m on itoring  using  updated  

m ethodolog ies and  taxonom ies to 

ensure reliab le stat ist ics that  reflect  the 

sector?s d im ensions and in form  

effect ive policym aking .

12. Develop  in t ersect oral 

cross-poll inat ion  of  herit ag e 

k now ledg e

Recogn ise and enhance heritage?s 

in tersect ion  w ith  other sectors like 

tourism , sustainab ilit y, and  urban 

p lann ing , w h ile im proving  

p rocurem ent  standards to include 

heritage-related  act ivit ies and  at t ract  

skilled  p rofessionals.

In  2024 , the European Heritage Hub 

in t roduced th ree innova t ive d ig ita l 

tools: t he Socia l Forum , the Heritage 

Lib ra ry, and  the Policy Mon itor. These 

p la t form s a im  to enhance 

coopera t ion , know ledge-sharing , and  

advocacy w ith in  the heritage sector 

across Europe, support ing  the Hub?s 

b roader vision  for a  m ore susta inab le, 

d ig ita l, and  inclusive society.

The European Heritage Hub is an  

EU-funded p ilot  p roject  run  by a 

consort ium  of 20 partners led  by 

Europa Nost ra. It  b rings together a 

w ide range of heritage stakeholders 

and  in it iat ives to support  the 

t ransit ion  tow ards a m ore sustainab le, 

d ig ital, and  inclusive society. The 

project  runs for an  in it ial tw o-year 

period , from  May 2023 to April 2025, 

and  covers the w hole of Europe, 

Read  t he fu ll docum en t  t o learn  t he 

specif ic act ions p roposed  per 

recom m endat ion , as w ell as 

t ailor-m ade sect ions for  

recom m endat ions involving  t he 

European  Un ion , EU Mem ber St at es 

and  Reg ional au t horit ies, Educat ion  

and  Train ing  p roviders, and  Herit ag e 

inst it u t ions and  em p loyers. Click  

here t o con t inue read ing .
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How  t he European  Herit ag e Hub  is 
connect ing  cu l t u ral herit ag e 
t h roug h  d ig it al t ools
The European  Herit ag e Hub

includ ing  EU neighbouring  count ries 

w ith  a special focus on  Ukraine, 

Moldova, the Caucasus, and  Western  

Balkans.

Am ong  the Hub?s m ain  ob ject ives is to 

foster netw orking , collaborat ion , 

know ledge-sharing  and  join t  advocacy 

across the cu ltu ral heritage sector in  

Europe and beyond.

The Social Forum : A space for 

connect ion

A key part  of th is effort  is the Social 

Forum , an  on line com m unity designed 

to connect  heritage p rofessionals and  

en thusiasts. Accessib le from  the Hub?s 

w ebsite and  free of charge, the Social 

Forum  already counts w ith  around 700 

reg istered  m em bers. Users can share 

updates and  in it iat ives w ith  the 

heritage com m unity th rough it s 

t im eline feature, w h ile a d irect  

m essag ing  funct ion  supports 

sm oother com m unicat ion .
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A cent ral aspect  of the Social Forum  

is it s reg ional and  them at ic g roups, 

w here part icipants can exchange 

new s, recom m endat ions, and  

opportun it ies, m aking  the p lat form  a 

valuab le tool for netw orking  and 

capacity-bu ild ing  across Europe.

The Herit ag e Lib rary: A reposit ory 

of  h erit ag e resou rces

In  add it ion  to fostering  connect ions, 

the Hub prom otes 

know ledge-sharing  th rough the 

Heritage Lib rary. Th is d ig ital 

repository offers a rich  and  

m ult ilingual collect ion  of 

heritage-related  m aterials, includ ing  

research  papers, art icles, case stud ies, 

and  aud iovisual con ten t . 

W ith  advanced filtering  op t ions by 

category, language, geography, and  

pub licat ion  date, the Heritage Lib rary 

p rom otes accessib ilit y and  

collaborat ion . Users are encouraged 

to cont ribu te their ow n resources via 

a ded icated  subm ission  form .

The Policy Mon it or : Shap ing  t he 

Policy Landscape

Another key focus of the Hub is 
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cont ribu t ing  to the m ainst ream ing  of 

cu ltu ral heritage in  key policies and  

support ing  the developm ent  of fu ture 

regu lat ions. The Policy Mon itor p lays a 

crucial role, m app ing  out  policies 

im pact ing  cu ltu ral and  natural heritage 

at  EU, nat ional and  local level. 

Through an  in teract ive m ap w ith  

detailed  count ry p rofiles, users can 

exp lore and  navigate policy 

developm ents across Europe. Beyond 

data collect ion , the Policy Mon itor aim s 

to analyse t rends and ident ify 

regu latory gaps, w ith  quarterly 

snapshots shared  by the Hub?s Policy 

Team . 

In  add it ion  to d ig ital tools, t he Hub 

w ebsite features events and  open calls 

sect ions, allow ing  visitors to exp lore 

opportun it ies across the sector in  

Europe. Users can also subm it  con ten t  

th rough open subm ission  form s.

Make su re t o en g ag e w it h  t h e 

European  Herit ag e Hub , con t r ibu t e 

resou rces, an d  p rovide d irect  feedback  

t h roug h  t h e user su rvey. Th e d ig it al 

Hub  aim s t o be t ailor-m ade an d  sh ou ld  

be ben ef icial t o all! 

The European  

Cu l t u ral Herit ag e 

Sum m it  in  Bucarest , 

From  Oct ober 6 t o 8 , 2024 , t he 

European  St uden t s? Associat ion  for 

Cu l t u ral Herit ag e (ESACH) w as 

honored  t o par t icipat e in  t he 

European  Cu l t u ral Herit ag e 

Sum m it  in  Bucharest . Organ ised  by 

Europa Nost ra and  co-funded by the 

Creat ive Europe Prog ram m e of the 

European Un ion , the sum m it  w as an  

insp iring  journey that  celebrated  the 

values of cu ltu ral heritage for Europe 

and deepened our com m itm ent  to 

youth  engagem ent .

Th is year?s sum m it  g ave us so m any 

oppor t un it ies t o par t icipat e in  t he 

evolving  conversat ion  around  cu l t u ral 

herit ag e. In  th is sense, w e are g ratefu l 

to Europa Nost ra for their support  in  

m aking  th is opportun ity possib le. 

During  the four days, w e had the chance 

Lorenzo Venezia and Irene Reyes Suero
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Fig u re 1. Panel 3 on  Susta inab ilit y in  the Cultura l Heritage 
Sector a t  the Youth  Forum

https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/heritage-library/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/heritage-library/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/heritage-library/library-form/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/heritage-library/library-form/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/policy-monitor/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/policy-monitor/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/events/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/funding-open-calls/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/funding-open-calls/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefaUT44H8ZiCl6XvaTfPILuJudnKTcwZoh7OU3aGk8OooiwA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefaUT44H8ZiCl6XvaTfPILuJudnKTcwZoh7OU3aGk8OooiwA/viewform


Fig u re 2. Youth  Forum  Speakers
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to part icipate in  events that  echoed the 

shared  passion  of cu ltu ral advocates 

across Europe, from  the p rest ig ious 

European Heritage Aw ards 

Cerem ony to the thought -p rovoking  

European Heritage Policy Agora. Yet , 

for the ESACH team , our b iggest  

h igh ligh t  w as the chance to b ring  our 

ow n voice to the tab le by organ izing  

the Youth  Forum  - a p re-sum m it  

event  created  by and  for young  

heritage p rofessionals.

?

The Youth  Forum  w as our chance to 

show  just  how  pow erfu l youth-led  

in it iat ives can be. The event  featured  

th ree dynam ic panels and  eigh teen 

speakers, and  w e reflected  on  the 

role of young  peop le in  d riving  d ig ital, 

social, and  econom ic t ransform at ions 

w ith in  the heritage sector. The Youth  

Forum  w as organ ised  by the 

European Students? Associat ion  for 

Cu ltural Heritage (ESACH) and 

Europa Nost ra in  the fram e of it s 

netw ork p roject  European Cultural 

Heritage Agora co-funded by the EU 

Creat ive Europe prog ram m e. The 

event  received  the support  of the 

Rom anian  NGO ?Heritage for the 

Future? and the Nat ional Inst it u te of 

Heritage. For us, being  part  of th is 

p re-event  w as an  incred ib le 

experience. It  gave us the chance to 

learn  from  and connect  w ith  other 

p rofessionals w ho are just  as 

passionate about  heritage as w e are. 

Get t ing  to exchange ideas w ith  such a 

like-m inded crow d w as really insp iring !

Furtherm ore, th is Youth  Forum  m arked 

a sign ifican t  m ilestone for ESACH 

m em bers, as it  w as the largest  

in -person ESACH event  co-organ ised  to 

date, offering  a crucial p lat form  for the 

young  voices in  the sector.As young  

heritage p rofessionals from  across 

Europe and abroad cam e together, w e 

realized  that  w e w ere not  just  

at tendees at  th is sum m it ; w e w ere part  

of a m ovem ent  that  b ridges 

generat ions, connects reg ions, and  

envisions a sustainab le fu ture for 

heritage.

Beyond the forum , ESACH m em bers 

took part  in  various sum m it  sessions, 

each sparking  new  ideas and open ing  

d ialogues w ith  num erous 

stakeholders. Discussions ranged 

w idely, and  every in teract ion  becam e 

a learn ing  experience. Every panel or 

w orkshop felt  like an  open invitat ion  

to engage deep ly w ith  som e of the 

field 's m ost  p ressing  issues.

One of the sum m it?s m ost  m em orab le 

m om ents for our team  w as w hen 

ESACH m em ber and  ed itor,Lorenzo 

Venezia, shared  h is personal journey 

as a young  heritage p ract it ioner 

during  the European 

PolicyAgora?sth ird  panel.W ith  a clear 

voice and  insigh t fu l reflect ions, he 

h igh ligh ted  the excitem ent  and  

challenges of en tering  the field  and  

insp ired  m any of us to th ink m ore 

crit ically about  our ow n roles w ith in  

th is space. Through Lorenzo?s w ords, it  

becam e evident  that  youth  

engagem ent  in  cu ltu ral heritage is 

not  just  a n ice-to-have; it ?s essent ial 

for thesector?s sustainab ilit y and  

relevance in today?sw orld .

As w e look back on  th is year?s sum m it , 

w e are not  on ly insp ired  but  also 

em boldened to take the next  steps.The 

chance to connect  w ith  others from  

across Europe and beyond offered  us a 

collaborat ive environm ent  for 

conversat ion  and  exchange. Th is year, 

young  voices d idn?t  just  join  the 

d iscussion? they d rove it , and  w e are 

m ore com m it ted  than ever to 

st reng then ing  and am plifying  the role 

of youth  w ith in  the heritage sector.

We look forw ard  to next  year?s 

European Cultural Heritage Sum m it  in  

Brussels, eager to see how  these ideas 

w ill evolve and  to cont inue bu ild ing  a 

heritage m ovem ent  that  resonates 

across generat ions.
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Anthony's Church  in  ?epu lje. The p rojects show cased the d iversity of in terd iscip linary 

m ethods used in  heritage science research , dem onst rat ing  the poten t ial for fu ture 

collaborat ions across d ifferen t  fields such as b ioarchaeology, chem ist ry, and  

restorat ion .

Am ong  the p resentat ions, several HERI SCI m em bers shared  their research . Brina 

Zagorc, a PhD student  at  the Un iversity of Vienna, p resented  her w ork on  

b ioarchaeology, w h ile ?pela Pok, a PhD cand idate at  the Un iversity of Ljub ljana, 

d iscussed her research  on  chem ist ry in  heritage p reservat ion . Krist ina Klem en?i?, an  

underg raduate student  at  the Un iversity of Ljub ljana, p resented  her w ork in  

conservat ion  and  restorat ion . These presentat ions h igh ligh ted  the b read th  of 

expert ise w ith in  the HERI SCI com m unity and  rein forced  the value of in terd iscip linary 

approaches in  heritage science.

The event  took p lace in  the w elcom ing  environm ent  of the Departm ent  of Wood 

Science at  the Un iversity of Ljub ljana, w here the experim ental com ponent  of the 

BArCh-Wood project  is curren t ly being  carried  out . Th is locat ion  not  on ly p rovided  an  

ideal set t ing  for the m eet ing  but  also sym bolized  the p ract ical and  experim ental focus 

of m any ongoing  p rojects in  the field .

On Septem ber 19th , the inaugural 

m eet ing  of the HERI SCI Society 

(Sloven ian  Society of Young  Researchers 

in  Heritage Science) took p lace at  the 

Departm ent  of Wood Science at  the 

Un iversity of Ljub ljana. The event  

b rought  together young  professionals, 

students, and  experts from  various fields 

related  to cu ltu ral heritage science, 

m arking  an  im portan t  m ilestone for 

in terd iscip linary collaborat ion  in  th is 

g row ing  sector.

The m eet ing  opened w ith  w elcom ing  

addresses from  prom inent  figures in  the 

field  of heritage science. Lana Nast ja 

An?ur, the President  of HERI SCI, 

em phasized  the im portance of fostering  

connect ions betw een young  

professionals across d ifferen t  d iscip lines. 

She w as follow ed by Sorina Neacsu, 

President  of the European Associat ion  of 

Students and  Young  Professionals in  

Cu ltural Heritage, w ho spoke about  the 

need for g reater collaborat ion  on  a 

European scale. Add it ionally, t he event  

featured  keynote speeches by notab le 

figures such as Dr. Jelka Pirkovi?, 

form er Director of the Inst it u te for the 

Protect ion  of Cu ltural Heritage of 

Sloven ia and  long -t im e lecturer at  the 

Un iversity of Ljub ljana, and  Professor 

Mat ija St rli?, Head of the Heritage 

Science Laboratory at  the Facu lty of 

Chem ist ry and  Chem ical Eng ineering  

and  President  of the Sloven ian  Node 

of the European Research  

In frast ructure for Heritage Science 

(E-RIHS). These addresses set  the 

tone for the day's d iscussions and  

underscored  the sign ificance of 

fostering  in ternat ional cooperat ion  in  

the field  of cu ltu ral heritage research .

The event?s p rim ary ob ject ive w as to 

show case ongoing  research  p rojects 

and  p rom ote the HERI SCI Society as 

a p lat form  for collaborat ion . Three 

p rojects w ere h igh ligh ted  during  the 

m eet ing : BArCh-Wood, HeriQuest , 

and  a p roject  focused on  

docum ent ing  the cond it ion  of St . 

The ESACH Magazine n°4 - Decem ber  2024COMMUNICATING CULTURE

PAGE 46 PAGE 47 

Inaug ural Meet ing  of  t he Young  
Exper t s in  Herit ag e Science of  
Sloven ia (HeriSci)
Lana Nast ja 

Fig u re 1 & 2. Inaugura l m eet ing  of the young  experts in  heritage science of Sloven ia  (HeriSci). Photo by Lana Nast ja
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in teg rated  cu ltu ral heritage in to g lobal 

clim ate conversat ions, dem onst rat ing  

the pow er of youth-led  in it iat ives.

The CHN Youth  Forum , launched in  

2022, bu ilds on  the successes of it s 

inaugural cohort .  It  counted  on  the 

am azing  w ork and  in it iat ives from  

act ive young  professionals such as 

Pravali Vanget i (Ind ia/France), Lou ise 

Kelly (Scot land) and  Yoloxoch it l Lucio 

Orizaga (Mexico) w ho paved the w ay 

for youth  part icipat ion  in  the Clim ate 

Heritage Netw ork. 

The new  cohort  aim s to cont inue to 

am plify youth  voices and  advance 

cu ltu ral d im ensions in  clim ate policy. 

Th is new  team  is set  to m ake a 

sign ifican t  im pact  as co-conveners 

from  2025 onw ards. Learn  m ore about  

the CHN and it s m ission : 

h t tps://w w w.clim ateheritage.org /youth. 

Stay tuned as w e em bark on  th is 

excit ing  journey together !

The overarch ing  aim  of the event  w as to encourage young  professionals and  

students to engage in  in terd iscip linary research . The society's core ob ject ives 

include fostering  collaborat ion  betw een young  researchers from  d ifferen t  

d iscip lines, p rom ot ing  innovat ive research  in  heritage science, and  support ing  

the developm ent  of new  know ledge and m ethodolog ies. It  aim s to offer 

p rofessional support  to it s m em bers th rough m entoring  and  fund ing  

opportun it ies w h ile raising  aw areness of the im portance of cu ltu ral heritage 

p reservat ion .

 The event  served  as a netw orking  p lat form , w here at tendees from  d ifferen t  

inst it u t ions and  d iscip lines? such as archaeology, h istory, art  h istory, w ood 

science, chem ist ry, and  restorat ion? cou ld  connect , share ideas, and  exp lore 

poten t ial collaborat ions.

A sign ifican t  part  of t he event  w as ded icated  to fostering  in tergenerat ional 

d ialogue. Ret ired  expert  Jelka Pirkovi?, form er Director of the Inst it u te for the 

Protect ion  of Cu ltural Heritage of Sloven ia, Director of the Directorate for 

Cu ltural Heritage and long -t im e lecturer at  the Un iversity of Ljub ljana, gave an  

insigh t fu l lecture on  the value of in terd iscip linary research  in  cu ltu ral heritage. 

The closing  speech by Dr. Mat ija St rli? em phasized  the im portance of 

in ternat ional cooperat ion  and  the role of Sloven ia in  the b roader European 

context  of heritage science.

Through presentat ions and  d iscussions, the event  successfu lly raised  

aw areness about  the im portance of p reserving  cu ltu ral heritage and the 

benefit s of in terd iscip linary research . By b ring ing  together experts, students, 

and  young  professionals from  various fields, HERI SCI aim s to st reng then 

collaborat ion  both  w ith in  Sloven ia and  in ternat ionally, con t ribu t ing  to the 

sustainab le p reservat ion  of cu ltu ral heritage for fu ture generat ions.

We are excited  to announce that  Jasna 

(Serb ia/Spain) has been selected  as a 

co-convener represent ing  Europe for 

the Clim ate Heritage Netw ork (CHN) 

Youth  Forum ! Th is p lat form  em pow ers 

young  leaders to cham pion  innovat ive 

solu t ions at  the in tersect ion  of cu ltu ral 

heritage and clim ate act ion .

Jasna w ill join  a dynam ic team  of new  

co-conveners, includ ing :

- Mr. Darius Saviou r Ank am ah  

(Ghana), represent ing  Africa and  

the Arab  States; 

- Mr. Suk rit  Sen  (Ind ia), 

represent ing  Asia and  the Pacific;

- Ms. Kaanan  Thak k ar (Ind ia/USA) 

represent ing  North  Am erica. 

Together, t h is cohort  w ill bu ild  on  the 

incred ib le foundat ion  laid  by the 

inaugural co-conveners, includ ing  youth  

leaders from  d iverse reg ions such as 

Europe, Africa, Asia-Pacific, and  Lat in  

Am erica. Their g roundbreaking  w ork 

over the past  years has successfu lly 
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Excit ing  New s: Our 
Secret ary, Jasna Popovi?, 
Joins Clim at e Herit ag e 
Net w ork  You t h  Forum  as 
Co-Convener!
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https://www.climateheritage.org/youth
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dariussaviourankamah?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dariussaviourankamah?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/sukrit-sen-2a73361a6?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sukrit-sen-2a73361a6?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaanan-thakkar/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaanan-thakkar/


2024 has been an  incred ib ly fru it fu l year for ESACH, 

m arked by the launch of m any excit ing  in it iat ives. 

Am ong  these is our recent ly in t roduced new slet ter 

series: ?Journey of Heritage: Cu ltural Narrat ives.? Th is 

storytelling  in it iat ive is designed to deepen connect ions 

to g lobal cu ltu ral legacies th rough the pow er of 

narrat ives.

The series is m ore than just  a collect ion  of stories. It  is a 

p lat form  to insp ire and  engage readers w ith  the rich  

tapest ry of heritage stories from  across the g lobe. By 

offering  an  in teract ive space for com m unity 

part icipat ion , w e aim  to rem em ber and  celebrate the 

h idden cu ltu ral narrat ives that  aw ait  d iscovery.

Journ ey of  Herit ag e: 
Cu l t u ral Narrat ives

Now  is you r chance t o g et  involved ! How  can you 
cont ribu te to our m ission  of p reserving  and  
celebrat ing  cu ltu ral heritage? Check out  our  

excit ing  opportun it ies to m ake an  im pact , share 
your ideas, and  becom e an act ive part  of the ESACH 
com m unity. W hether th rough w rit ing , collaborat ion , 

or creat ive in it iat ives, there?s a w ay for everyone to 
cont ribu te to our shared  vision .

?
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Since early 2024 , ESACH has been 

pub lish ing  th is b log  series, 

show casing  stories from  various 

authors from  ESACH com m unity. 

W hile focusing  on  unveiling  

un told  stories across Europe, w e 

also w elcom e cont ribu t ions that  

h igh ligh t  cu ltu ral narrat ives from  

around the w orld , especially those 

w ith  a connect ion  to the 

European cu ltu ral environm ent .

Through n ine pub lished narrat ives 

so far, w e?ve journeyed from  

Madrid  to Istanbu l, Tb ilisi to Egypt , 

and  beyond; exp loring  the 

fascinat ing  in terp lay of cu ltu res. 

These stories celebrate the shared  

and in terconnected  heritage that  

defines us all. You can exp lore the 

pub lished narrat ives here.

.

CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS: 
Your Tu rn  To 

Share!

We are excited  for upcom ing  

subm issions from  our m em bers and  

invite you to cont ribu te to th is 

vib ran t  storytelling  in it iat ive. Share 

you r un ique cu l t u ral narrat ive; 

w het her it ?s abou t  a t rad it ion , a 

herit ag e sit e, or an  insp ir ing  

cu l t u ral jou rney (up  t o 500  w ords).

Let?s cont inue to foster a d iverse and 

dynam ic com m unity by w eaving  

together the stories that  connect  us 

all.

Subm it  your story today and be a 

part  of th is ongoing  journey of 

cu ltu ral d iscovery!
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: 
ESACH Sp in -Of f  Even t s - 

Dead line Ext ended !

ESACH is p leased to announce an  ext ension  for app licat ions 

for Sp in -Of f  even t s, offering  m ore t im e for innovat ive 

p roposals. These events, either on line or in -person, shou ld  

focus on  the p rincip les out lined  in  the posit ion  paper ?You t h  

for t he Fu t u re of  Cu l t u ral Herit ag e in  Eu rope.? The five 

p rincip les; Inclusion , Collaborat ion , St reng then ing  the Sector, 

In tergenerat ional Exchange and Dialogue, and  New  

Technolog ies, h igh ligh t  the crit ical role of youth  in  p reserving  

and  prom ot ing  cu ltu ral heritage, especially in  addressing  

challenges like clim ate change.

Th is is a un ique opportun ity for un iversity g roups, NGOs, and  

peer netw orks to engage w ith  the cu ltu ral heritage sector by 

organ ising  events that  advance the ob ject ives of the posit ion  

paper. Events m ust  connect  to at  least  one of the p rincip les 

and  can take form ats such as w eb inars, w orkshops, panel 

d iscussions, or other in teract ive sessions.

Organ isers w ill gain  the chance to netw ork w ith  peers and  

professionals in  the field , con t ribu te to the advancem ent  of 

cu ltu ral heritage p ract ices and  policies, and  poten t ially 

p resent  their w ork at  the Youth  Heritage Days conference in  

Spain  in  March  2025. Th is youth-led  conference, organ ised  

w ith in  the fram ew ork of the European Heritage Hub project , 

w ill offer a p lat form  for sharing  best  p ract ices and  

h igh ligh t ing  the cont ribu t ions of youth  in  th is field .

App licat ions shou ld  include a detailed  event  p roposal out lin ing  

the concept , ob ject ives, and  relevance to one or m ore 

p rincip les, along  w ith  in form at ion  about  the organ ising  team . 

Subm issions m ust  be sent  in  a .zip  or .rar file to 

studentsforcu ltu ralheritage@gm ail.com  w ith  the sub ject  line 

?Sp in-off event  app licat ion  - (NAME OF THE APPLICANT).?

The new  dead line for subm ission  is 31 January 2025, and  

events m ust  take p lace by 28 Feb ruary 2025. Organ izers w ill 

receive not ificat ion  of their app licat ion  status w ith in  one w eek 

of subm ission . Th is in it iat ive p rovides an  excellen t  opportun ity 

to cont ribu te to the fu ture of cu ltu ral heritage w h ile gain ing  

recogn it ion  and  valuab le experience in  the sector. Details are 

availab le here!
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Join  t h e Mapp ing  of  You t h  
Herit ag e In it iat ives: Be Par t  Of  
The European  Herit ag e Hub !
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ESACH is act ively w orking  on  m app ing  of youth-related  

heritage in it iat ives: th is act ivity is in  the fram ew ork of the 

European Heritage Hub (EHH).

The aim  of th is m app ing  is to un ite forces w ith  youth-related  

heritage in it iat ives, to understand  their aim s and goals and  to 

create collaborat ions and  a netw ork of join t  in it iat ives. 

ESACH is in terested  in  d ifferen t  types and form s of in it iat ives: 

reg istered , non-reg istered , form al, in form al, team s, 

departm ents, g roups, task forces. 

We also open the form  to collaborat ions w ith  NGOs, in it iat ives, 

netw orks and  stakeholders w ho, w h ile not  having  their ow n 

youth  in it iat ive, do know  about  others and  w e w ould  love for 

them  to g ive us the in form at ion . Do you know  of a 

youth-related  heritage in it iat ive or collaborat ion? Contact  us 

d irect ly at  studentsforcu ltu ralheritage@gm ail.com  and fill ou t  

our form :  h t tps://docs.goog le.com /form s/d /1ty7gC-3oW t jsg jq93 

h9Yl7dEq l AM3zCGhJfFGG2gbps/ed it  

SAVE THE DATE 
You t h  Herit ag e Days 2025

ESACH is deligh ted  to announce the upcom ing  Youth  Heritage 

Days 2025, a key event  in  the field  of cu ltu ral heritage!

From  26 to 30 March  2025, the b reath taking  tow n of Albarracín , 

Teruel, Spain  w ill host  th is insp iring  gathering  of students, young  

professionals, and  heritage en thusiasts. Organ ized  as part  of the 

EU-funded European Heritage Hub p ilot  p roject , t he event  is 

p roud ly hosted  by Hispan ia Nost ra, ESACH, and  Europa Nost ra.

Th is year?s them e, ?Depopulat ion , Youth , and  Cultural Heritage,? 

h igh ligh ts the vital role of cu ltu ral heritage in  addressing  the 

challenges of rural depopulat ion  w h ile fostering  youth-led  

innovat ion  and  collaborat ion .

If you are an  ESACH m em ber or sim p ly passionate about  cu ltu ral 

heritage, th is is your opportun ity to join  a vib ran t  com m unity, 

exchange ideas, and  cont ribu te to shap ing  the fu ture of Europe?s 

heritage.

Stay tuned for p rog ram m e details and  reg ist rat ion  in form at ion . 

Want  to be the first  to know ? Fill ou t  the form  here to stay 

updated .

We look forw ard  to w elcom ing  you to Albarracín  for an  

un forget tab le experience!
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ty7gC-3oWtjsgjq93h9Yl7dEqlAM3zCGhJfFGG2gbps/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ty7gC-3oWtjsgjq93h9Yl7dEqlAM3zCGhJfFGG2gbps/edit
https://www.esach.org/youth-heritage-days-in-spain.html
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By  young  peop le, 
for  young  peop le!
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